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This ADDENDUM has been paid for by ME and as I’a a bit cash shy, you'll have to 
put up with a reduced format. There is a lot to say and finances dictate it be kept 
to as short as space as possible. 

Since I had ay say in the last FA, and, as a result, dragged ‘innocent" fans into 
it, I figured it wasn’t fair to shut the FA down to any replies | wight get. What I 
actually geant to say - and do - vas shut it down to any “hate* aail I vas sure I'd 
receive, Well, I didn’t receive any (and | have ay suspicions vhy - see ending 
editorial). The letters vere Sane, sensible, cohesive and adult. And these are vhat 
are printed in this ‘Addendua’, 

After all, I did pledge to bring you ‘all sides’. 

I paid for this ADDENDUM because I don't believe the aeabers' aoney should be used 
to carry on what is basically a feud among the "BNFs’, 

Soe have asked did I bother to vrite and ask Terry and Paul? Yes, I did, Terry 
replied very courteously, detailing the concept of fan-oriented ‘pro* type 
soney-saking cons ‘without BNF power struqgles* because he and Paul vould be in 
control, with Laurie Cohen backing. That the idea vas to guarantee a salary’ to the 
Guests - vhow he and Paul vould chose - in order to guarantee their appearanc; i.e. 
be able to refuse ‘real vork* (though getting paid by a Con is NOT ‘real vork"?) in 
England in order to attend. Also, that there vould be writing and acting vorkshops; 
skits written by the actors and fans in which actors and fans vould play roles. 

Then they sent out Cohen & Co. vho didn’t aake this clear! 

Why Terry and Paul didn't come to the organizers Up Froet, escapes ae. ’ 

Paul, on the other hand, wrote ae-personally and outlined none of this except the 
“salary" concept and being ‘in control", then spent auch of his tiae berating ee for 
“criticising” Janet (vho had attacked ae in November coapletely out of left fieeld 
for no other reason than far insaeado. It vorks both vays!) and slapping ae down for 
writing - gasp! - “slash* vithout his peraission. 

He did not address the allegations I reported had been sade against hia. 

I even offered hia the FA for his own forua; that I'd put out a Special Edition! 

As for going to Cohen & Co for ‘verification*: I haven't put auch store in Ms. 
Cohen since 1986 when she lectured, berated, belittled and humiliated Paul in front 
of ae at SCORPIO that year. She left the aan treabling vith anger, 

Soae of the other letters express outrage that I appear to be Saying the actors 
shoalde’t be paid' I have no objection to any actor requesting a reasoseble fee of 
any Fas Con. “Pro® type Cons are something else and vhatever any actor can get out 
of thea, ao for it. I do not undervrite ‘Pro* Cons. I find thea userous (especially 
vhen they are the only game in town) and the vord ‘Charity’ is rarely on their 
agenda. Most Fan Cons donate some proceeds to a Charity. 

I do NOT believe that any actor deserves $3000 to $5000 or even aore (as has been 
suggested by some actors) PLUS expenses for any veekend. You're talking of upvard of 
$8090 and wore for ONE Guest - dawn few Fan Cons can afford that. Would you rather 
have favorite Guests at several Cons that pay, say, $1500 - $2000 and expenses, or NO 
Cons at $5000 plus? Or “Pro* Cons only? 

Sure ve see fans going hose vith araloads of zines and photos. Does anyone stop 
to consider that any fans only get to one ‘Big’ Con a year after Saving and 
scriaping all year so they buy hovever auch they can afford because this is their 
only Con? 

Con Cos work nearly an entire year in not-so-spare-tiae. Sure, they "volunteer", 
Dut without thea, you'd have ‘Pro* Cons only, 

The Guests cone in and work three intense days. 

Ask around - how gany Cons have the Doctor Hho actors been invited to in the last 
fev years? Many of them put theaselves out of business by asking the sage high fees 
plus expenses, 

Katz is returning to the circuit - and he appears to be going sulti-sedia. 
CREATIONS is prigarily TREK. All that is left that is ‘all B7" is Fan Run Cons. 

Also, the article in the last FA vere about ‘attitudes*. 1 found the rather 
totalitarian attitudes that had been expressed to be altogether too auch like ‘do it 
ay vay or I'l] take ay fandom and go hore. 

When soae of us reacted negatively, the ataosphere from the U.K. became petulant. 
And, as regards some of the fan writers, notably those who write - gasp! - ‘slash*, 


the attitude fros the U.K. is downright vindictive, (#teradicate’ eradicate/#t). 

This ADDENDUM is a one and only. I cannot afford to put out addendums in reply to 
addenduas, So if you have any letters you wish to write, please send thee to the 
various Club newsletters - I vill sully no aore pages of the FA with any of this 
flap. The FA is returning to regularly schedulled prograsging nov and forever. 


LETTERS 
ANN WORTHAM Altamonte Springs FL 

As I promised Linda I would, I aa vriting to publicly admit ay authorship of the 
"Nae Withheld* article published in the last FA. My reason for asking Linda to 
withhold ay nage vas siaple: I vished to spare the organizers of GAMBIT further 
abuse, such as they have suffered over the last year, I felt that ay position on the 
co.vention coemittee vould set ay fellow committee meabers up as targets - and it 
seeas [ vas right. 

A nuaber of people vere avare that | vrote the article and sopeone ran straight to 
Paul Darrow and told hie I wrote it. His response vas to call up ay close friends 
and threaten to ‘destroy’ ae in fandoa. He claiaed he vould shov ee ‘vhat true power 
is.” His wife called se a ‘vile voaan", None of this vas said directly to ae, you 
understand (and Paul has ay phone nusber), but to ay friends. Although ay friends 
disagreed vith Paul and tried to explain the situation to hia, he is nov telling 
everyone that ay friends have ‘abandoned* se and are in coaplete accord vith hia! 

Furthersore, Paul has written an extremely libelous statement about ee (vhich 
dcesn'{ address the issues but rather attacks ee personally), which he 1s 
distributing and asking people to print. I vil 
refrain from coamenting on it at length, but I will point out that Paul claias that I 
wrote ay article because | was jealous over ‘losing’ his attention and that ay ethics 
regarding conventions should be called into question, These claias are patently 
ridiculous and haraful only to hiaself. Laurie Cohen, the organizer of his tour, 
contacted ee herself by phone and by letter, and asked we to serve on the executive 
comaittee of their tour' If I wanted Paul's attention, approval, etc., don't you 
think | would have accepted? The only conventions to date that I have vorked for are 
SCORPIO (as head of Fan prograssing), run by Paul's supposed friends, Cherry Steffey 
and Nancy Kolar; and DSV (as head of fa prograsaing and dealers’ roce Iiason), run 
by laarie Cohea and Deb Walsh. At no tiee did I have aay access to convention funds 
and did, in fact, bear sost of the costs of running ay departaents out of ay own 
personal funds. In fact, all of sy personal expenses (airfare, hotel rooa, aeals 
etc.) vere paid by we. In the spcoming year, | an Serving in si@ilar positions for 
GAMBIT (run by a group of people who helped Laurie Cohen run DSV last year), FREEDOM 
CITY (run by Marion McChesney), and SCORPIO. Again, I have absolutely no access {0 
convention funds. My job 1s to provide fan programsing for the fans, | rarely see 
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the actors long enough at these events to say aore thah*hy" 
too busy vorking to even see the programaing I've scheduled, 

Paul's letter quite blatantly blacklists ae froe conventions nora he vill be 
appearing. Does this sound like soseone who isa’! trying b> tantra! the Sandon? 

There also seems to be an atteapt to persecute writers 3/ slacn ‘sctyen siap!y 
because they write sowething Paul and Janet don't approve of. | fool lite I'e living 
iin Nazi Geraany and I've dared to question Der Faehrer. Janet has written > people 
saying, “If the authors of slash fiction are proud of their work, why do they decline 
to append their reals naaes to it?* | would\like to counter vith, if fanet Lees 
Price and Paul Darrow are proud of their work, why do Paul and lanet act usder stage 
naees? Darrow is not Pauls's nane. “hy does anyone ever write under a pseudenya” 
Hundreds of professional writers do it every year and they all have their reagcns 
Aren't aost of you avare that the sajority of professionally published romance no.e]s 
are written under pseudonyas? Janet and Paul seem to be ignoreing the issues of tho 
current controversy in favor of focusing on their disapproval of slash literature 
Pather telling, I think, when Paul has been accused of wanted to control the ‘Sands 
that he responds by trying to throw his weight around in order to ... contra] the 
fandoa! . 

I'a shutting up on this subject now because it's only upsetting ae and those close 
to ae. I gave you the facts, as they appeared to exist, in the last FA. Either Paul 
said those things quoted and/or the people representing his tour said those things 
vee Of & lot of fans are lying for no reason other than to smear Paul's name and eake 
hia ad at thea. Surely you can see how unlikely that is! 

believe the quotes vere accurate, There has since been a press release ‘ro 
Faul, Terry and Laurie denying everything, Okay. If they changed their sinds 
because of public outrage, then that’s great. | still won't vork for Laurie Cohen; 
I've been that route before. And, obviously, I can't attend their conventions since 
Paul has ‘blacklisted’ we; but it's possible the fans aight have a nice tiae, That's 
all ['a interested in, 

On another subject, since I am constant strain and pressure {rce ay workload, have 
deen hospitalized for surgery twice in the last four gonths, and ae devoting so auch 
tise to helping three fan-run, [ aust cut back on something, I am also nov 
apparently being accused by Ms. Cohen of aaking "thousands® of dollars at conventions 
froa sales of zines. My printer billes, etc., are available for inspection. But, | 
aa getting tired of fighting these rugors. [ aa currently hal fvay through tyiping 
BLAKES DOUPLES #2. It vill be available shortly. I hope to have a SOUTHERN COMFORT 
5.5 available for NediaWest, SOUTHERN SEVEN #5 will follow. BLAKES DOUBLES #3 and 
SOUTHEPN SEVEN $6 will follow that. From there, I do not knov. I's so tired and 
disqusted that 1 seriously doubt I can continue once fy obligations to ay 
contributors are fulfilled. 1 am told there are ‘scores* of people just waiting to 
step into ay shoes. Have at it, guys, ‘cos here's your chance. In a sense, Cohen 
and Co, have succeeded. 

As soon as ay current supply of reprints is depleted, | will no longer be 
providing @atl-order reprints (I gay provide a few reprints at conventions). 
Therefore, if you'd like any of the following, please order thea as soon as possible 
or risk them being out of print: SOUTHERN SEVEN #1; SOUTHERN SEVEN #2; SOUTHERN 
SEVEN #3; BLAKES DOUBLES #1; LOG OF THE HELLHOUND, BOOK 1; LOG OF THE HELLHOUND, BOOK 
[1]; JUST DESERTS #1; LAST STAND AT THE FORE MF THE UnoLn. courprow J reure 2.8; 
SOUTHERN LIGHTS 3.5; SOUTHERN LIGHTS 3.75; SOUTHERN LIGHTS 4.5; SQUTHERM COMFORT 
4.75. When SOUTHERN SEVEN #4 goes out of print, I doubt there vill be reprints, | 
also anticipate the print run for BLAKES DOUBLES #2 to be smaller than noraal. 

Incidentally, I can say vith impunity that a pornographic, explicit slash story 
has never appeared in print vith ay nage on it. And if I write such things or 
anything else under a pseudonya, that’s nobody's daened business but ay own. I's not 
knovn for shoving stories or zines, adult or othervise, down the throats of people 
who don't vant to see thea! 

My heartfelt thanks to all of the kind people who avarded LAST STAND AT THE EDGE 
OF THE WORLD, the novel Leah and I wrote, a len avard as best novel for 1988. Thank 
you also for the Fan Quality (Fan Q) avard garnered by SOUTHERN SEVEN #2. I's very 
happy you have enjoyed our vriting and hard vork. 


JEAN AIREY Aurora IL 

I don't like people called “anonygous* - and I certainly disagree vith auch of the 
attitude of the anonygous person vho wrote the opening statement in the Dec-Jan FA, 
I lived through the days when DW guests cage over for free - and now i've lived 
through the days when B7 guests cage over for free. Why is it unreasonable for a 
guest to ask for a fee? The con takes them avay from possible vork for at least five 
days - maybe ore - and vhile they eight not be giving up a eajor production to do 
this, they are cutting theaselvesoff from doing any voice-over vork vhich typically 
comes up at the last minute. Additionally, they have expenses vhich they wind up 
paying cut-of pocket. Is there soe Jaw that a con vhich pays a guest fees aust be a 
“Creation’-type Con? The last several Tie Festivals paid fees - and I believe that 
everyone involved had a great time, fans as vell as guests. Consider too, that a 
“quest” con is using the guests to get people to come to the con. If there vere 
hundreds of people willing to come to acon just to sit and talk with each other, 
ve'd see the guest names in tiny print at the bottos of the flier. i also find it 
interesing that you are calling for B7 guests to come without fees vhen they sight de 
being asked to cose to acon vith a DW guest who is getting a fee' How about it, 
TARDISCON - did you pay Michael a fee equivalent to Colin's? Or did you figure you 
were getting off cheap by having hia come vithout one? Did he work as hard as Colin? 

What did he get for it compared to what Colin got? Frog Anon’s comaents, | <an 
anty judge that "it® was around when Paul (let's not play gages here) vas talking $2 
a saall group - did Anon say anything to Payl about what he was (supposedly) saying? 
Anon seeas perfectly vilding to quote lots of people - all of vhoe also reeain 
*anonyaous*. As for Paul's (reported) statement about ‘75 seconds with the ‘ans’ 

rely this vas being said sarcastically - damit, this is the guy who sits out in 
hotel lobbies and plays Trivial Pursuit with the fans' Who obviously took tise at 


this convention to get together with people outside of his con-scheduled events' And 
the comment about “certain Actors at SCORPIO" - is this referring to Paul? I[ believe 
he vas vorking the last two years - does Anon want hie to take five days off without 
pay to attend a convention? -- and a convention that does not pay a fee? ! should 
potht out that not only does SCORPIO not pay a fee, but to individuals who have 
attended other conventions vhere they vere free to decide who they vanted to be with 
and when, the SCOPPIO “sponsor® systea aight be a dit more confining than they find 
*apusing’. So, fine - 1s there something wrong with a convention deciding how it 1s 
going to Gun (fee’nofee/profit/non-profit) and a guest deciding what they want to 
come tot? $f you don't like it, don’$ go 

The fs Loving 15 a ccrukical co@aent dased on your statement that i8 3:5 


agprcoriate to criticize an individual's function, [8 16 a comsent on your fuactian 
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your ow eneuing rogsents without vaiting to get a respsnse {roa Paul or Terry on 
these ‘reported! sonvention plans. You have gone to press vith énonyaous, 
iresponsible, possibly Idbelous rusors - all seemingly calculated to hare one 
particular individual - Paul - conveniently ignoring the fact that the idea fer a 
series of traveling conventions seess to be Cosing froa both Paul and Terry. You 
report the blov-up in OW fandoe between ayself and Barbara Elder - who, incidently 
vas sot a “BNF® - but the BBC licensing agent for Morth Aeerica. Yes, she did 
tr-Gose, verbally, ata con, that she vas gcirg to issue an edict regarding 
publication of OW zines - priearily that they vould have to be approved by her prior 
to publication. f argued, to her face (unlike Anon}, that I disagreed vith the idea 
- and I also took tige at the con to speak to a representative of the BBC vho vas 
there. I sever vent to print vith any discussion of the disagreesent - or of any of 
the other disagreesents that flased up in DW fandom either in ay ovn nevsletter or in 
the Fantasy Eopire colusn. { felt that disagreesents betveen people should be 
settled between the people and that open flaseage vould only hurt the fandos as a 
vhole in the long run. { tnew what { believed and vas villing to argue for it, up 
front, in person - and vithout euch support from other fans - such as you, Linda, as 
you sention. There are a lot of other vays you could fave expressed your concern 
vith these report you vere hearing than the vays you have chosen, | only hope you 
give the people you've been bashing a ferue to present their side and to tell 
everyone exactly what they vere thinking, 

And, in case you vonder vhy people think you have a ‘Paul/Avon* problee, look at 
Leigh Arnold's letter - she is doing an excellent analysis of the often-sade 
stateatnt that ‘Avon is psyshotic®. She vas not Saying anything about Blate - and 
you coae in in the eiddle of her analysis as if she Aad been! 


I've writtes to Jeas apologizing for bringing her sane into this, althoagh I 
thoaght at the tive, I was referring to very ancient DM history as the argapeat 
betwees her aod Elder toot place at OMNICON in 1983. 

As a total neo at that tine and at that Coa, I saw Jean and Elder as °BNFs*. Mhat 
Elder nay have actaally been, dida’t sate vach of a dent at the tise. f only taew 
her as a °BMF® in DE fandoa and there was Jean holding dou the coastitatioaal fort, 
argaing against what she clearly saw as cessorship. I dida't “tate sides’ becaase as 
a total seo to that fandon aad to fando is general (that was ay absolately first 
B19’ Con’), 1 dida’t feel f shoald eves opes ay poeth to thes!’ I was virtaally is 
shoct the estire tise! 

T have also apologized to Leigh Araold for over-stepping ay bocads and 
iaterraptiag her, It was rade of se. 

I printed Annie's letter “name withheld by request” 
because I knew who it was from and I believed the contents 
to be true based on three separate conversations with other 
people which corroborated various parts of it. 

Therefore, { printed Annie's letter on the condition 
that she write and tell everyone she wrote it! This she 
has done. 

By the way, it was the RABBLE ROUSERS of St. Louis, 

NOT the CIA or TARDISCON who raised money to pay for Michael 
Keating’s airfare. They also paid to bring over his daughter. 


MICHAEL DEMPSEY Norvich CT 
Your editorial on Fan vs Pro Cons vould have packed eore veight if nases had been 
naged, et al... facts: nases, places, dates - are sore effective than generalities. 


BARBARA FRANJEVIC Westeont IL 

The Great Fandoe Flap - eeaning the alleged proposed “pro® cons to be put on by A 
Certain Actor, et al: the East Coast seees to be saying He is a jerk, and a greedy, 
stupid, threachercus one at that. The West Coast thinks he’s Mr. Monderful and the 
BFF is all nothing bet 2 sinister alot sx the part of disgruntled Sis. and here ve 
in the Midvest sit, literally in the aiddle since I, at least, have at this point no 
clear reason to eistrust either side. People (on both sides) keep telling ee, “But 
you teow such-and-such'® and I don’t. I'e relatively nev to fandos, just got into 
it all about four years ago and this is ay first etperience vith this kind of thing. 
So far as cons are concerned, I'e one of the faceless herd that just pays their 
registrations, goes and has a good tine. And that's al! 1 vant. 

One question occurs to ae, on this aatter of *suject to professional 
coesittaents’. That's alvays specified at fan cons. IF he's going to do t frese 
“pro® cons of his ovn, vhat about that? Are ve to assuee that he vould pass up an 
opportunity of a (possibly long tera) acting job in order to be at a fev veekend 
cons? Or that he vould risk torpedoing his *own® cons by backing out at the last 
sinute, thereby alienating theoretical large nuabers of iepressionable people vho 
have theoretically paid large amounts of soney, prisarily to see his? either vay, it 
doesn’t aake sense. 

And, a “stable* of efcusive Guests, ha? Interesting choice of tere... 

I vould respectfully disagree, hovever, vith the suggestion that fiture 87 cons 
becose British Media Cons instead. Again speaking for no one but ayself, I aa a 
BLAKES 7 fan, not a general cedia fan. If the unhappy day cones vhen there are no 87 
cons to attend, I vill return to SF cons. With possibly the occasional reasonably 
priced driving-distance no-Guest general aedia con like Mediafest for visiting vith 
scattered fan friends and zine shopping. I vill be attending GAMBIT and FREEDOM 
CITY cons this year, and vish I could go to GRAC and the San Diego one; I haven't 
even considered Houston or Seattle, because J don't care to pay these registration 
prices (to say nothing of air fare and hotels) to see Guests I's not interested in, 
or saybe never even heard of. Phis year's SCORPIO vas sy first and probably also ay 
last, even though I live literally about 5 siles avay and could comsute. But that 
$45 registration vould also pay for a goodly chunk of a plane ticket to an all BY con 
- and it vill! 

J vould, incidentally, be very happy to see a no-Guest 87 con, I've been saying 
ths for years. It's eainly the series and the characters that appeal to se, I can 
live vithout seeing the actors. Besides, if I want to see, for exasple, Paul Darrov 
> Thave hiram a Inttle black bor on ay closet shelf. All I have todo ig take it 
out, plop it in ay VCR, push a button and there he is. When I'@ tired of hia, I push 
anotaer button and he goes avay. And if [ ever got really, REALLY tired of hie, { 
could push a couple of other buttons and he'd go avay persanently... an ideal 
arrangesent, nov that I think of it. 


JAN CHAPPELL London ENGLAND 

I read with increasing disgust the latest ‘Lost Seska® zine. How sad that 
sections ef the 87 fandom and the running of conventions, born out of enthusiasa for 
she pragras, should obviously be turning sour, apprently corrupted by pover struggles 
and vith fear quests have been corrupted by pover and greed. It .is such a 
dusapocintaent. 

At this point | felt eoved to say for sy part how euch I have enjoyed the 
generosity and kidness of British and Agerican fandoe. Hovever, | have also vorted 
hard. Roeeaber, as a guest, as soon as you leave your private hotel rote, you are in 
"public’. You are avare of being observed all the tiee, desands being aade and for 
scae pecple this eay de easier than for others depending on your personality. It 16 
fun but 1$ 28 very Citing. A visit to aon, albeit an Aeerican one, 16 not a 
holiday (Space City Con report), it is enjoyable hard work. A con can be a novelty 
once or twice, but as you can 18agine, for guests vho are invited frequently and 
accepted, 1¢ a1ght possibly begin to feel like non-stop hard work, so don't be too 
hard, When quests cross the Atlantic becuase they are available they alvavs run the 


e 8 Bbas7Q thal ald -cagersant job snteresew $90 gras 2: ager ca 
“aestt. : . 

fur revard 1s your shovs of enthusiasa, continuing interests, sweet gifts, <caecs 
and friends. { know ve are all avare of vhat ve ove YOU. God bless. Feaco ang thant 
you. 


GAIL BENNETT Siraear FL 

The FA's letters about the preposed ‘pro 87 csns vas very interect:-g, tere 
several points of view. Prisarily I agree with your attitude ap-3? rea cing + yhat 
they've done to DW fandos has been discouraging, 9 say the ‘east. Sut 1 tase 
erception to the tone of these letters, vhich seep t> hogy zs as 04 tho slase oan 
the guests vho are aching for fees. | also ebyect to an arcnyerls letter accusing 
nat-sa-anonyacus pecple of a conspiracy. Pegardless 3° yhothor siu Bolresco | your 
source to be “uniepeachable", ard therefore perhaps deserving <! ‘protectien’, in 
this country the accused have the right to confront their accusers. Ord you ask any 
of these accused their versions of the story? (Yes, ed) Before you liken soeecne 
else's tactics to those of the Federation, how about reseabering that in the ‘oa! 
vorld someone is presuaed innocent until proven guilty. IF everything you've printed 
is true, then yes, ve have a right to be upset. HOWEVER: 

These people likevise have every right to expect paysent for thers appearances. 
What they are doing vhen they coae here for a convention 15 WORKING - 1 don't care 
vhat labels you put on it. The fact that so eany of the stars 9! CW, 87, et al, hace 
attended cons for nere erpenses in the past land present, in any cases) has been a 
gift to the fans - vho have becoae extresely spoiled by that. 

That's not to say If agree vith prosoters like Rubenstein and Elder lining the:r 
pockets with ripoff events - they didn’t invent the process, however, and frea 
enterprise IS peraitted in this country; nodoby is taking the fans’ eoney at 
gunpoint, In the end, everybody loses, the progoters included, for all thereacsss 
and ta all the vays you stated. But no one should be vilified for trying to sate a 
buck. Vou want to be paid for your photography and I for ey artvorts vhy shouldn't 
Faul Darrow or Jon Pertvee or vhoever vant sosething back for their tiae and talent, 
and the proaoter for providing the venue? They - like ve do-- put a price on it, it 
either sells or it doesn’t. If soseone can’t afford $5000 to bring a guest over {or 
acon, they'll either book a different guest or no guest - a con “an be as euch fun 
with straight fannish programaing, as you pointed out. 

As for Paul Darrov's earlier statesents that he vould not charge ‘or appearances: 
aside froa the fact that anyone is entitled to a change of aind, understand that he 
and other 87 & DW personalities are cowing over here and seeing incredible aeounts of 
soney changing hand at conventions - nevereind vho ends up vith it, it’s a hell of a 
Tot sore goney than anyone on the far side of the Atlantic vould see floating around 
ca a daily basis. They see people going home vith areloads of fanzines at $10 and 
$20 a pop, briefcases full of photos - and the prices fetched at auction by sone 
preces of artwork are staggering (remeaber the pencil draving of Vila that vent for 
$603 at SCORPIO two years ago?)' If they are thinking "Why can't some of that cash 
be spent on ee", vho could blese thee, and since vhen do ve have the right, in the 
sost capitalistic country on the planet, to say n0?? 

To reitrerate, I understand and support your conteapt of cons which are only out 
for the fans’ bread, and for “blacklisting®, if indeed that is to becose part of the 
gaee. (Info gleaned “fros soseone vho talked to the aan® tends to be suspect. I 
don’t care if your source vas the Pope). 

As for the “stable® system you sentioned, that is scarcely different {roe 
unionization, which is quite coason on both sides of the Atlantic. Maybe you've 
forgetten that said systes vas discussed asongst the OW guests once upon a tise, to 
protect thea from exploitation by the con prosoters. At that tise, you supported the 
idea (as sany of us did}, and in fact vere furicus vith the one individual vho 
“crossed the line* and eade his ovn deal. Who vas deing greedy, and vho vas just 
rying to get fair pay for his tiae? These pecple do not “ove® the fans their sweat 
and blood for free. Adulation is great, but tell ee the nase of one OW or 87 actor 
who landed a aajor fila role or TV series in Aserica or sold a fortune on books or 
serchandise over here based on fannish attention. Hero vorship neither buys 
groceries nor pays the aortgage or kids’ college tuition. 

Qn the "control® of artists and writers, and that S02 cossission business: there's 
not an artist or writer I know vho vill go along with that, and they aust knov it if 
they have contesplated such a thing, so vhy vorry? I've gathered that the one thing 
that concerns the personalities eost is the “slash® eaterial in circulation, and vhy 
shouldn't it* You know and I know and the average fan knovs that the character and 
the actor are not the sase person - but on a Geeper level there is not one of us vho 
isn't subject to soae distortion of reality in that area. If those vho produce slash 
taterial are so adaaent as to its value, vhy hide behind pseudonyes? And vhy be so 
tarpeised and hurt vhen the actor finds out vhere the stuff is coming fros and gets 
uaset ahout i$? 

Mest iapertantly, shy vould you WANT to do scaething you knov is disturbing to 
shese peagie, if you care so auch about thes? 

You said you could no longer stand by in silence, but neither can I. Your 
indignation is too loud to ignore. The fans have been erplorted, but so have the 
“stars®, and as close as you've been to sogze of thes at cons you should know that. | 
reaesber Jackie Pearce fainting at SCORPIO, and Paul pushing hieself in Nevark 
despite an injured back. How about Colin Baker and JNT signing four hours of 
autcgraphs in Vally Forge - and vho could ever forget *PosterCon*? 

Or Patrick Troughton. 

The natural course of supply and deeand vill stabilize prices. Crusading isn't 
necessary. And in case you think the prices you quoted ee are high, try getting an 
Aaerican actor to a con sosetiae. $10,000 vas a einisue fee quoted ee by an actress 
vho has fifth billing on her TV series. And she GETS it - for a four -hour 
appearance, not a three-day earathon. 

And ve vant the Brits to keep doing it for free...? 

Qne sore cossent as the risk of ending up on your persanent shit fist: you had 
said in a note accoapanying your original letter that you didn't plan on printing a! 
this in the FA in order to leep the newsletter out of the political garbage pit, then 
yous orcaptly backtracked on that, Maybe you felt it vas your duty to ibvolve the 
a-erage fans incontroversy whether they vant it or not. The separate letter got the 
coins across just as well, vithout blesishing the FA's enjoyable foraat. [ happen to 
enjoy the FA, as do sany people - but it's your baby if you chose to drovn it, 

With respect for your opinions and hope for equal respect of eine. 


The only thing | was ever told aboat the “asionizatios’ of the DN actors, was frop 
Calis Araself and that it was a ‘bogcote’ by “all the Doctors’ and for sone ones 
ard or sone tind of “retaiser® to be paid to thes for having to refase other wort 12 
orcer to repain available to Spirre Of Light. 

At that Cine, I was FOR anything that was AGAINST $.0.L.° 

Is the case of the aatograph session at Valley Farge, aad “PosterCos’ - they were 
being paid, as I've been led to believe, fairly sebstastial fees to do so, fa the 
volt: thoesaads of dollars, plas expeases. Or sol was told by Colts, et al. Alter 
all, the Spieit of Light Mega Coas and Tours were *Pro” cons, pat op for vcrey and ta 
sell perchandise. 

Ae far as I'a coscerseg, it's nobody's bassaess why I read ar write slash fretros. 
Potopreee the caeezed Sartoh Maat?) fang *“taraing ia’ fellow fans fo the Darrows, and 
“Se seneral honcphctia, it’s Tittle woader acst of the slash writers fate pseads. 
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incredible. My gut reaction vas that I wanted nothing to do vith the fandoe ever 
again, Then f vanted to rally the troops, gather all the aso | could, fly to 
England and kick every actor 1 could find right in the tush. The feeling of betrayal 
vas vorst I think. But nov that I've had a chance to cale down, I've started 
thinking about just vhat it is in the fandoa that | enjoy so euch. And! reeesbered 
SCORPIO. 

I got ay seabershio to SCORFIO VI about a year ago vhen all the guests vere still 
planning te attend, and [ vas very happy. Then, with each update they sent ae, sore 
and acre guest nares vere dropped fro the list. { vas becosing unhappy. When I 
finally arrived in Chicago for ey very first SCORPIO I found out that not a single 87 
acter weuld te in attendance, I vas pissed. How on earth could you have a B7 con 
with no 87 guests* What vould ve do? Well, I found out in a hurry. SCORPIO is a 
resarkable con. It vas the first fan con | had ever gone to. Wov' Folks, the eain 
guests of Last SCORPIO vere not Terry Nation and friends. They vere the FANS' I aet 
$0 eany vonderful people at SCORPIO, and later at TARDISCON, aany of vhoe f'a still 
in touch vith, And [ firaly believe that even vithout a single actor in attendance 
EVER AGAIN SCORPIO and its counterparts vill thrive. [t's the FANS vho eake this 
FANDOM vork, not #0 (fill on the blank), And as an aside, {! hope SCORPIO vill 
continue to highlight British Media, not just 87. You learn a lot that vay. (Ch, and 
incidentally, I found out about SCORPIO free a pro con cafled STaxCON. So even 
though I truly dislike pro cons, they do have a certain usefullness. 


SUE ANN SARECK Orchard Park NY 

After having read your editortal in the Dec/Jan issue of the FA I vas both 
diseayed and saddened at the turn of events in B7 conventions. You know vhat struck 
ee as really being funny and ironic is that the actors vho think they are such big 
*stars® aren't even knova by eost of the population of the United States! 

And after reading the review on ANGLICON a few sonths back, I realized that | was 
really stiffed at the tiny little con f attended a few years back. Jon Pertvee vas 
the aain guest and he vas ushered-in and out of the rooe by Gail Bennett as if 260 
fans vere goong to aob this elder gentleaan' { sean really, sose big sovie star or 
rock star I could see a need for such precautions but for Mr. Pertvee and vith such a 
saall gathering’ (fscorCiag Jon was probably Gail’s job. [his is oftes done at Redia 
cons with a °big® Geest. Siople secarity, so doa't tvoct Gail. I've dose it ayself. 
ed), 

It all started eaking no sense to ee. They also told us that if ve vanted an 
autograph froa hia that ve had to keep the tine eoving and that ve vere forbidden to 
talk to his’ 1’ never been to a convention before so f had nothing to coapare it 
to. So f quess I haven't Seen eissing all that euch vhere conventions are concerned. 
Especially vhen actors who appear to be genuine friends of the fans and filled vith 
gratitude that they suddenly should turn on you [t seeas that greed and selfishness 
is an attitude that is also running raepant through this country as vell’ I can only 
suppose that this action is aotivated by envying the actors in Hollywood. But vhat 
they don’t realize is that it seeas these actors can only demand top dollar for their 
eovie appearances for a short tiae in thes career. 

You tnov vhat all this negative talk reainds ee of? There vas a passage in Agatha 
Christie’s autobiography in which she said her aunt alvays said to think the vorst of 
people, then you von’t be disappointed. And these vords of vistcs cage decades ago 
during Agatha’s childhood’ [ guess people vill alvays be the sase, vith or without 
pregress. So Tf guess all one can do is to fall in love with the series and the 
storylines and try to be objective vhere the actors are concerned. Instead get 
invalved with the characters and forget about idolizing the perforaers. Maybe 
British actors are getting cynical and abrasive tovards the public because jobs are 
usually hard to find in Great Britain in the acting profession. 

So, in closing all 1 can say is ve just eight have to be satisfied in sharing our 
stories, art and poetry and our visions of BLAKES 7 only amongst each other. 

I guess if ve didn't have soae bad tiees in cur lives, ve vouldn't be capable of 
enjoying, celebrating and recognizing the gocd tines’ 


LEIGH ARNOLD Yan Nuys CA 
A Stategent on the State of BLAKES SEVEN Fandos 

Recently, I was sent tvo pieces of interesting literature, both saying nearly the 
sane thing. J vill address the first since the second (vhere the vriter has not the 
courage to sign her nase) vas se licentious and full of esotionalisa and 
sensationalisa that it does not varrant a serious ansver. The first, hovever, 
provoked ae vith several concepts vith which f have a problea. 

The letter seesed to indicate that all the problees ve eay be experiencing in 87 
fandoa are caused by the actors theaselves. I[t suggested that if the actors ignore 
the advice of certain proeinent fans (Big Naee Fans, or BNFs, in fandos jargon), then 
B7 vill be ruined. It suggested that the actors are insisting they actually be PAID 
for their appearance! - and paid well, or they'll take theeselves elsevhere to 


*approved® Cons. It suggested that if they take this attitude, ve don’t need thee. 


It suggested that ve sight even look outside B7 for future guests for fan cons, 
presusably because other guests vould be eore agreeable to put up free appearances. 
It sugested that if this trend continued, there vould be sose conflict betveen the 
actors and the @MFs, and ve'd be better off lising the actors. 

Since I have strong feelings about B7 fandom, the actors and ay fellow fans, and 
since ['a one of the early varriors (vho suffered the camera copies, getting stuff 
froa Engtand, and had trouble connecting vith the far and few betveen other fans), J 
feel qualified to voice ay sentisents about this subject. 

Cons and Big Nare Fans 

I vas in a position to see the inner vorkings of cons a few years ago, and got to 
see a lot of the dirt and the sliee in the “inner circle’ of these things. I sav 
staple and friendly fans in Doctor Hho beccee arrogrant Nases. Cne vosan in OW 


fandoa vith vhos I had corresponded for two pate trading tapes, and even staying 
over at her house, couldn't so auch as say “hello® vhen she vas one of the coasittee 


responsible for putting on one of the first DW cons, By the tise { saw this happen 
in BT fandea, fF figured that this was just a natural e-olution. Pecause of ay 
erptsure to £268, and szeirg what happened to copaittee eeabers in DW, | vas not 
surprised when certain acaters of what ve called fast Coast Establishment started 
actieg as: / they hac raeented #7 fandca, and that the actors vere their private 
property. ‘Tn this day, they give theaselves credit for being the pioneers of 87 
fandce, “ewe.or, it is a docusented fact that there vas a 87 fan organization here 
in Laz Angeles as early as 1980. Siven the nusber of expatriate Britons living here 
because of the file industry, it is no vonder. There vere also fans in Oregon, [ova, 
Teras ard Florida, as early as the late 70's, And ve knew each other, so there vas 
already a ‘netvork".) 

Correspondence in the past couple years froe certain BAFs to ee astonished ee vith 
their cavalier attitude tovards the actors, notably Paul Darrow and Michael Keating, 
From these BXFs theaselves [ learned that Paul Darrow vas their private possession, 
and that Michael vas to be treated like 2 pet. Worse than a pet, because | give ey 
sheltie Justin aore credit for intelligence than they give “ichael' Qutrageous? You 
tet’ 

At sce cf the <cns in recent years, Paul and Michael have nearly been asphysiated 
dy a seall group of fans (usually the con-co@ and their SKF friends) who do not fet 
shee go anywhere, Jo arything, or geet any nev fans without these few BHFs standing 


. : ae Pa ge ES Bess: Sa gy tye 2 : ate 
t224, ut ct oe heard this from eany sources, ineladsag Tayi areey. | feue gga tat 
SCOPPID con-: sa was already behaving in this ganner’.§  “ichge} 5 cage ae 
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acre agreeable by nature, has a tit harder tiee, and has recentiy suéfered ye:-g 
Comeanded to aake appearances at sase cons. 
Making Roney 
As to the «byection that they aake auney at cons why not* What ogre tes, 
supposed to de, drop everything t> cone raming af our beck and call, forget acrtgage 
Payeents, groceries, utility bills and tazes yust because ve ssemand there grocen-p? 
They did SCOPFIO IT for free fer the novelty of at - because it ea astinishi-g ts 
thea there there vere so @any people in the States why vera fans 9 a choy they had 
never really seen (ve shoved Michael one of the caeera "Oy epIssces we Nad - and he 
kept telling ae he couldn't believe ve sat down and vatched that"). Neither he, Saul 
nor Prian Croucher (he and Terry Nation vere the other guests) had been tn the States 
taforek and eoney vas raised for their airfare. What a lark’ = They are such 
gentleaen that they decided early on that fans vould cree first vhenever sbecitle 
and hence ve've had a lot of cheap cons at vhich to acet thes. We are lusty to as 
fans of a shov vhere the stars are $2 accessible and so nice to their fars. They out 
us first, and ve should put thea first. Soee BNFs put ants first, and that's ay 
trouble vith this fandee. 
Paul has just finished a (cheap) paid tcur for COEATIONS Cons. Being paid eves 
this auch for these cons enabled hie to Stay avay from earning aoney back beget: 
avhile longer, and he vas able to Stop off to visit his Southern Salifornia fangs yer; 
would art othervise get to eeet hie. We vere charged 85 a person to atterd this 
seal! *con® in San Diego which charge in all probability barely paid for the hotel 
an? ralresnaents. tet ! as told he 1s a soney-sorger and will only do cons to [ise 
his pockets. Uh huh, right. : 
Both statenents I received were written by persons appalled ty the idea that the 
acters should receive any eoney fer their con apperances, Yet they think at is) fase 
that only FANS wabo soney' And they de aate soney. Sose fans sate aoney off zines 
fand I'L! ant quibble over zine prices). Soee sake ecney off of art auctions. And | 
have no probles vith that. Sose of the vork (art in particular) is ¢o good and $0 
tuch effort has been put into it that the artist deserves compensation. But - that's 
Paul’s and Michael’s and Gareth’s faces they're using. The actors get no aoney ‘roe 
the fan vork. They get nada for any fan activity, !n the real world, any use :f 
Terry’s characters, or Paul's likeness (portrait and caricature) for eraaple, vould 
require royalties being paid to these gentlesen. All they ask 1s that they get pad 
a fee - vhich °no touch® stars such as Williaa Shatner get for auch less vort. What 
is vrong with that? Why are fans alloved to line their pockets, but the people vho 
CREATED the subject of the fandoe are not so alloved? = don't believe in double 
standards. Terry and the actors have as auch right - eore so, in fact - to any eoney 
going around than any of ve fans. 
Other Guests At Ccns 

Los Angeles is the second largest city in the country. In the Greater Los Angeles 
area there are 9,000,000 people. We have a lot of actors and stars living here. ie 
put on a lot of cons. [ don’t attend thea. Why? Because ay eedia interest is 
BLAKES SEVEN, Lisited and narrov, perhaps, but J have enough other interests that 
this one aedia overfills ay tise just nicely, thant you. I certainly vouldn’t go the 
distance to a non-B? con if 87 vere only a seal! part of it. If Paul Darrow doesn’t 
sant to share the liaelight vith actors froe other television shovs, I don’t bdlase 
him. I’a net interested in seeing thes ayself. Dilute a 87 con vith sosething else 
and you dilute ay interest. 

1 ae not “star struck® and I don't hero-vorship. Few Angelenos do that. Meeting 
other fans at acon is as auch a drav for ae as the guests. I agree vith the 
statesent that fans are iaportant. True, ve vould not be a fandoe vithout fans. We 
can, hovever, do without Big Nase Fans, as that tere has come to eean. (The nev 
definition is a fan sho thinte they ave gore isportsnt Shan anyone shee, includics 
the actors, of this fandos. While the BNFs acknowledge their title and its 
definition as applied to theaselves, they also use a double standard and think the 
nev definition applies only to their fellow BXFs vith vhoe they’ve had a political 
falling out, and they apply this “double-think® to eany things, this current 
controversy in particular). But this fandoe vould NOT stand alone vith just the 
fans. 

A lot of fictitious characters fire the isagination. Jie DiGris, Steve Carella 
and the @7th, Frodo, Jherek Carnelian, Count Francesco Ragoczy Saint Gereain are all 
fascinating characteers. (No offense, Linda, for the folloving cosparison, but as 
it's Paul Darrov vho's sostly under attack by the stategents, I'll use his character 
as an exagple. It certainly applies to Blake as vell.) Kerr Avon vould also have 
been a fascinating Literary character, and a lot of people could have played the part 
vell. (I can see Rovan Atkinson doing it’) But it is Paul Darrov who's given Avon 
the look, sound and eannersies that have captured our hearts. if Rowaan Atkinson had 
played Aven, for evaaple, 1 vould have liked the show treaendously. 1 vould sake 
sure [ had seen thee all, and vere I howe, I vould cetainly vatch it. Because it vas 
Faul Darrov's Avon, hovever, | tracked down camera copies all over the vorld that 
vere so faded, strobey and glitchy they vere barely worth watching, And vhen 
Lionheart brought B7 to the States, I spent a lot of effort to replace those ceaeras 
vith increasingly superior copies. Because it is Paul Darrow’s Avon, I have vritten 
reaas of paper based on his character (19 zines, 92 stories). J have collected art 
and photos. I have collected other videos in vhich he and Miahcel Keating appear, 
colledted books, aagazines, fanzines, calendars, toys and other serchandise - yes, J 
eost certainly aw a fan' My other favorite B? character is Vila, and again, the sase 
is true of Michael Keating. It is HIS Vila that attracts. 

So I cannot be told that the fandoe does not require the actors. [ consider it a 
bonus that the tvo sen that I adore on television, in fanzines, and in ay art 
collection, vould be such patient, accomaodating, friendly and genuinely nice huaan 
beings as vell. 

Hovever, Pau) is MOT Avon; Michael is NOT Vilas Gareth is NOT Blake, etc., etc.; 
and aany fans treat thea as such, vhich aay be vhy, in part, soee certain BNFs trea? 
“tchael like a ‘eoron®. They have lives cutside a televisions series that stopped 
baing fileed eight years ago. [ think it is cutrageaus that ary fan suggest that 
they be at OUR disposal, to go vhere ve ceaand, do vhat ve desanc, vhen ve desand - 
and for fre or for very Little money’ Yes, i¢ would be a hard ship onus should ve 
have to pay sore than ve do to see thea, or if only professional cons could afford 
thea instead of any fan group vho wanted to put on a con. But they are not our 
property’ 

If they are qoing to take tiee off froa earning a ‘living, then they should be 
grven a yood reason for doing so. Early cons vere that reason because of the novelty 
of it. A lew cons (t.e., recently in San Diego) are still vorth it to thea because 


it 15 fun. But vhy should they go to a fan-run con rf they are gorng to Se throve 
into the arddle of fandos politics (which they have), yanked back and forth by rival 


fang, fought cver, treated like house pets or naughty children and ordered about - 

for Srze ce cere Uittle saney> Would you put up vith that es 
Pro ¥s Fan Cons 

Watts yensg arth ages com* Fars don’t get the soney and yeu don't get $o see 

the act-rs, are the charges, When ssee 2Nfs acnocolire the actors, the saee 15 true: 

fans darts get to meat thee. ['.e deen told Sy ssee ENFs how they've cleaned up at 

sang chertusiy they are afra:d cf lssing Sherr position, power acd ve 

crohatoick cs! Shey are ret the snes duran thes. Becidoc. Inntinn fathor than -rete 
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see sage pecgle, Fes rag, Sewer, attsacd a vider Jieersiéy .f meeceranig, ang 
“30 evpose the charas of the actors and the fantastic uniqueness of the serses to a 
vhole nev vave of fans. BNFs, and cons run by thea, (ie, not all cons), keep the 
serves on a closed circuit. 

In Suasation 

The actors are not causing any problea in B7 fandow, They ave a victigea of it, as 
are ve seal! nase fans. Possessiveness and rivalry (and resisting a nev Doctor, of 
all things’) by a seal! nuaber of Big Nae Fans is what destroyed Doctor Who fandos 
for the eost part in the United States, not the actors. It, not the actors, could 
destroy 87 fandca as vell. 

Finally, 1! personally believe the statesents I received vere generated by soe 
disqruntied Big Nase Fans vho are discovering they can't push people - the actors and 
the rangand-file fans - around. If it cage dovn to it, as the statesents suggested, 
betveen the actors and the BXFs, I could vell do vithout the latter. This thing 
created byy Terry Nation, Paul Darrow and Michael Keating has enriched ay life 
enoreously. [t has been enhanced fantastically by all the rank-and-file fans {'ve 
aet (and continue to eeet) vith vhos I've becose {sosetiaes close) friends. The BNFs 
have contributed nothing but recognition of their own nages. 

The stateeent | received finished vith the line that there vere fans before and 
vill be after, the actors. [ disagree. I say the actors, like the fank-and-file 
fans, are an integral part of this fandos. Big Naee Fans are not. 

And to paraphrase the statesent, I vas here before the BNFs, and I'll be here 
atter. I should hope that the actors and the rank-and-file fans vill be there too. 


Gosh, and all this tise, I thoaght I was giving the raat-aed-file fans aa gopes 
foras. You see, I's an °isalated® SESKA too. B7 ise’t op in this part of Florida, 
$9 99 fellow fans ta hang oat with, 

Dead My Lips: I sever said actors shoald do cons for ‘free’, 
sane fees aareasonable to ast of a Fan Run Con, 

Faul and Nichael are sever thre only Redia Gaest at a CREATIONS, 
shared the Cou with TRER gaests. Paal and Michael alone woeld aot draw the 
aad ecre Nalin seeds to feed his Coes. 

f caa’t say what other “fans? earn at Cons, bat by the tive T pay an ageatiag fee, 
a percentage to SIDE and Aniaal Melfare, 0 cents each for the photos which 7 sell 
for $1, Laate a graad total af 25 cents a photo (which photos I sell wih persission 
feos the acters and their “share” goes to the charities in their saves). This rarely 
fags for ay hotel ros. 

eel wrote a sisilar ’warniag’ to the Liberator Atlaata seusletter - 
accased of “attacking” Paal - by Janet’ 

It was aot ang “fans” that nearly destroyed DM fandoz, it was EMTREPENEURS, who 
saaght to “coatrol® the gaests aad the feados, 


Ooty that f fied 


They have aluays 
thoasesd 


aod 7 was 


JANE CARHALL Edinburgh SCOTLAND 

The Pro/Fan controversy; right. Fandom is atou fans and fun and friends and 
Ireedom, Anyone (BHF;BNW:SNA) vho thinks that they are Big Nase enough to control 
fandce is riding for 2 very nasty fall, sooner or later; in the case of the actor in 
question (controlling ziaes??7), I sincerely hope it's sooner. Further than that, as 
a Scottish fan, I’e beginning to think { shouldn't say, except that’s English fans, 
not Scots, vho get to see the actors so often. Are You lonesope Tosight? vas the 
first-ever tiee any 87 actor has ever played in Edinburgh. Scottish cons are kind of 
thin on the ground as vell. 


BRENDAN SEAN O'CULLANE Chicago IL 

First off, T have spent the better part (worst part?) of the past tvo sonths 
hearing about this flap about the progosed "pro* cons. [ keep hoping that it vill 
Just Stev over, but it just ceeas to be getting vorse. I'dlike to know soaething 
about the other cide ta this debate ... has anyone first hand snd in the kace replied 
to these rueors? Nasely the actor involved (his letter will ead this addeadas. ed)? 
If so, will you print the reply? [ think it’s tise for the 87 fandos to do scee 
reality checking, folks. This is a fandoa, isn’t it? Ocesn’t that sean ve're here 
to have a geod tise? Why all this grief? So a °pro® tour happens, maybe it doesn’t 
se vhat? Yes, you are right to let everyone know vhat is going on, that is vhat a 
letterzine is for - distributing inforeation, but ve need some perspective on this 
vhole thing. for those of us vho vere planning fan cons and hoping to have guests at 
thea (f vas part of the group planning 2 87 cruise - that idea has since bit the dust 
because of this business) it vas a rather devastating blow to the plans, but really, 
life vill go on. We have to start reseabering vhat unites us rather than playing 
political devisive gaees. Being a eidvesterner, ! feel rather caught in the aiddle 
betveen the east coast and west coast factions, and I know people in both, so that 
sates it avkward, to say the least. We all need to be a little sore forgiving of our 
fellow fen, and eove on to holding this fandoa together. It is going through one 
kell of a strain right nov. I'd hate to see it die. 


DOTTY BARRY Clarescnt CA 

Since I vas not there, I cannot speak to the issue of truth in the accusations 
recently aade against Paul Darrov. Hovever, as a veteran of sany fandoes, I can 
honestly say that no actor in any of those fandoss has willingly spent as auch tiae 
and genuine interest on the rank-and-file fans as Mr. Darrov. [ vill not be 
persuaded against ay own experience and observations by the 
Geraldo-School -of-Journalisa aanipulation eaployed by this “anonyaous® fan. 

Be it known that as an adult eany, eany years past the age of consent, I do not 
require, rather quite resent, unasked for “protection” froe unscrupulous persons. | 
ae gore than capable of aaking ay own judgeaents and arriving at ay ovn conclusions 
as to who are the unscrupulous and vho are the pover -hungry. 

Furthereore, { consider accusations based on hearsay and aade under the cloak of 
ancnyaity to be suspect at best. More than that, such actions are dishonorable. 
Did anycne bother to speak vith Mr. Darrow concerning the alleged incidents reported 
in the FA Sefore said hearsay vas distributed throughout fandoe as fact? (yes. ed) 
whe heard Mr. Darroy say what, when, where, under vhat circusstances? In vhat 
crrtect vere these statemerts aade?> T> vhow vere thee stateaents directed? Was the 
“reccrter’ a carticipant in this conversations, or vas the conversation overheard? 
the Sasts of our rights under the lav begins with the right of the accused to be 
faced by his accusors, be he Agerican or British. 

Naees, dates, tises, places - just sose siaple facts, please. Sensationalist 
tactics and histrenics do not tate the place of truth. If B? fandom is destined for 
vivil var, let us at least be arsed vith ore than conflicting rumors. 

Linda - during the tvo-and-a-half decades in which I have been involved in 
several fandoes, such pover struggles have unfortunately appeared vith nauseating 
regularity. Most frequently unfounded rusor and its enthusiastic proponents have 
been the cause of the bloodletting. At tiees the dasage has been too great to heal, 
and no one repains to care vho vas right or wrong. I vould hate to see this happen 
+0 B7 fandos. As you yourself said in a previous FA, “Blake’s Seven is special.® 
This dees not have to be another Or. Who fiasco. 

Lastly, what can be the benefit in diluting B? cons with guests fro other 
genres” Media cons exist in abundance. Anglophile | say be, but personally, [ 
vould not be willing to pay ecre scney to see Jeresy Brett, Rowan Atkinson, or any 
other *nases® siaply because they are ‘known beyond 87°, 
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ee PT 
Natty fees Sop CAN PUN cose, then the cape aight as well sae 
set feen seen before in fandcn. Jast a0 observation. 

WI], this gives those “aascrapaloas fans’ ap opearcanity $9 pat ap or shat as 
how aboot sose aanes, places, dates® Who said what ta whgg? 

Most of what has bee alleoed to have tees card cane ‘ropa SD pecs: 
wh) heard the sane things said ta then is different places at different tines. 

So - rst vat a “statesent® yoo Jot. What did he say to cack of 700 and where ang 
when” Pagal is attacting Annie, what do the rest af gag Save ts cay? 


Tat fie jergle att tgs 


JILL GRUNDFEST Pichfield Springs HY 

It has been two and a half years since BT artered a, ti '3 a4 yetsd gy gych $2, 
18. 1 eet Paul Darrov for the first tise after watching these op;e-4og, Thera rg 
ne vay TE vould have started writing stories (seee 29 published? if f hadn’t got Pau! 
- if his handsoeness and niceness and intelligence and politeness ang hueor had sot 
$9 fascinatingly added to the interest I vas develping in Avon. 

I have never been so infolved in a fandos, though I vas a devcut vat-her cf the 
original STAR TREK and have enjoyeed aany television prograes. Part of :$ 23 the 
quality of B7 fans - their niceness and intelligence and hueor, dy and large - but ! 
still get a great kick cut of vatching and listening to Paul. Not > stight 
other actors, eany of vhce { have eet, now. Sut Paul is still ey focus, He 35 
still the sain reason I attend 87 cons. 

That is why | as really disturbed to hear of 2 caepargn that seees designed %2 
sate hie cut a villian. That also seees designed to sake Ais disenchanted vith 1, 
the fans. J ove all those vho created 87, but especially Paul, far too euch fin 
friendships aade, stories created, and sheer fun enjsyed) to siapty let the attacis 
ge by. 

Faul"s and Terry Nation's proposed ‘pro con® tour, as described by thee, sounds 
hike a blast. [ have no problem vith the actors vanting to be paid for attend:-4 
cms. Paul's explanation, that their being paid a fee will eate it euch eos 
certain that they vill appear at the con they are scheduled for, as any other 
“srrfessional comeitaent,* aakes sense. It certainly is no reason for vila fyies 
his. Most of the Or. Who actors [ enjoy and adaire, in character and in perso, 
era't attend a con without a (hefty) fee, and sever have. Paul and other 87 actors, 
notably Micheal Keating, have gone out of their vay, and hither and yon, for years, 
without a fee, gast becaase we wanted thes to. They got a kick out of seeting as. 
And of course they enjoy being lionized; who vouldn't? The Or. Who actors {to nase 
naaes, Jon Pertvee and the late and deservedly beloved Patrick Troughton) also 
enjoyed the edsiration, but in their view they vere being invited as actors and 
actors work to get paid. And going to acon, let us not forget, ts wort, even if 
you are only forced to stand up and be chareing constantly. Some aeateur (i.e. 
nenprofit) cons like T-Con At Stony Brook, have been paying actors to be their 
guests for years. It is the actors’ choice to say yes or no to a con consiteent, 
for vhatever reason they choose. We don't oun these people. 

Why the hysteria currently spreading aeong fan clubs and individual fans, lite a 
disease? We are reacting vith alara, and a, to ae, inexplicable sistrust, to a 
series of lies Launched by a few power-hungry fans who have alienated Paul and 
Michael by their attitudes and behavior and are afraid of losing control. This 
hysteria, taking the fora of outcries against Paul Darrov, is dividing the fandos. 
It as terribly destructive to the atecsahere of eutual affection and fun that 1s the 
best part of fandoe. This ateosphere, celebrating friendship and creativity, is so 
delicate. Like a fantasy, built on air, it can vanish, leaving only cold eaptiness 
behind, 

Why are ve doing this? Sure ve can ignore Paul and Michel, ask non-87 actors to 
our cons. Why vould ve? Why have 2 B7 fandoe at all? There is no sensible ansver 
to such a question. But ay life, for one, vould be greatly bereft if the actors 
stiensted froa the fans ang the fans froe each oiner, 87 failed. 

We got involved vith B7 because of our fascination with the characters and their 
situation. The B7 actors created these characters, foreed thea into what ve knov. 
Today, they bring enduring interest to thes. They deepen and enrich the fantasy by 
being such vorthvhile people to knov, theaselves. Many fans do sot know thes, and 
cannot judge from personal experience - or they do know better and are alloving 
their judgesent to be svayed by people who are so-called ‘experts in the field’. 
That is a very sad thing. Most of us are intelligent adults. Intelligent adults 
don't believe everything they hear. . 

I von't say the B7 actors, especially Paul and Michael, are unique in their 
approachability. There are other nice actors’ But it is a rare and unerpected 
encugh quality to be a pleasure. Why spoil the pleasure for ourselves by refusing 
to acknovledge their right to control their ovn destinies, control and organize a 
con tour if they're insane enough to do it (for fun and profit - and charity - and 
US - and come on, nobody gets rich froa producing conventions) and decide hov they 
want to do it? 

The lies dealing vith the charity issue particularly disturb ee, by the vay. 
They show gore clearly than any other the vindictiveness behind the facade of ‘fan 
solidarity’. 1! know Paul is a charitable person; at a recent Creaton Con I attended 
he vas selling hiv ovn still photographs to benefit an anieal charity, I too ae a 
charitable person, vhen I can afford its it ticks ae off that 1 zm not getting pard 
enough of a salary so I can afford to give to sore charities! 

Enough said? Let's not obscure the issue. The issue seems to be a very ugly 
one, of fans (a few fans) vanting to keep their sonopoly on these actors, and thus 
their positions of power in this fandoa. Ech. [ hate politics. ‘Politics’ or . 


the 


in-fighting, or your basic, selfish, do-vhat-f-vant or WE von't do anything, has 
ruined gore fun clubs that I can think of, It alvays ruins a good tine for those of 
us only interested, innocently, in Aaviag a good tiee. Please, please, please, 
don’t Jet this happen to 87 fandoa, 

Please let the fantasy continue. For all of us. 

Strictie froa ae “biased® point of view, 7 find it isterstiag that when ror 


vention the RT actors, yoo alwags refer to ‘Pagal and Micneai®. As rf a0 other actor 


was 19 the show or appeared at the Cons. 


JEFF MORRIS Webster Groves MO 

Around the first or second Saturday in Deceaber (I forget vhich), | received an 
evening phone call from Lois Indelicato, She inforeed ae that she and Laurie Cohen 
had been authorized by Paul Darrow and Terry Nation to set up a series of exclusive, 
professronal conventions across the country. The con sites she eentioned vere Nev 
York, Philadelphia, Florida, Chicago, Houston, Dallas, St. Louis, and San Francisco, 
vith other sites being considered. The idea apparently vas that the local fans 
vould run the con in each city, with Laurie and Co. coordinating the effort. 

Lois added that Cherry and Nancy froe SCORPIO, Laura Virgil frow Tezas, the con 
organizers from ORAC and DESTINY, and a fev others had been contacted, though she 
didn't say what there ansvers had been. She stated that Paul vould cnly appear at 
these cons and no others 1m 1989, and that he vas guaranteeing hiaself, Terry ang 
Micmael, with Sally Knyvette and Stephen Greif as possible additons. The sase 
erciusivity vould apply to thea as vell. 


; : ee Ce rr eo: a ere 
"eaaroed by hia, and aseed vaether I'd be interested in Coordinating the dealers’ 
rocas in these con sites. 

Nov, a bit of: background here vould help. I’ve been in Who fandos since '83 and 
U reaeaber all too vell vhat Linda aentioned concerning Barb Elder. In addition, at 
one point the local St. Louis club, the St. Louis CIA, had entered negotiations vith 
Elder about getting Toe Baker for acon to be held in Spring of ‘84. Elder vould 
provide the quest, the CIA the sanpover, and any profits vould be split equally. 

Well, the CIA couldn't get adequate teres negotiated vith Elder, and so declined 
to hold the con. A second group in the area did accept her teres, and the con vas 
held in March, 1984. Elder apparently split vith all the con profits, leaving the 
other club broke and in the cold. 

In addition, I've been servring in various capacities (including president) of 
the CIA since '84, and recently stepped dovn free all ay duties to get avay froe the 
hassles and headaches and to do stuff that [ thought sounded lite fun. So vhen Lois 
sade this offer, | reaeabered the Elder incident fagediately and asked her vhat tind 
of teres she vas offering the other clubs. While she ansvered (nothing had been 
decided about percentages of profit or loss liability), f aentally added up how euch 
tine and energy it vould take to do all the dealer rooe wort (1 have run three rouss 
in the pst five years), [ quickly concluded that it wasn't vorth the tise and 
energy required - especially since ['¢ just quit the CIA in order to SET soge free 
tiee - and declined her offer. 

Lois then asked ee vhether the Rabble Rousers or the CIA Bight be interested in 
doing one of the cons. I replied that the tvo clubs vere vorking on a joint venture 
for next year (1989), but that I vould pass all this along to thee and get back to 
her vith their ansver. Abit of seall talk folloved, folloved by an asicable 
parting, 

This vas, at the tise, all I'd heard about the Darrow Tour. I decided to vait a 
fev days and see if anything else cage up about it. The inforeation that case about 

“three days later confiraed ay decision and reinforced it, if anything. J don't list 
any of it here because it didn’t cose to ee first-hand fros Laurie, Lois, etc, 

One thing to resesber, too - I have eet Paul Darrow the grand total of ONE tiee, 
at DSV, for all of five einutes. “I vas there to get his ansver concerning the teres 
the CIA/Rabble Rousers had offered for his appearance at TARDISCON, {| eust have 
aade one hell of a good iapression, I thought at the tiee. Later, Celeste Hotaling 
inforaed that she had presented our nases to Laurie at one of their earlier 
eeetings. 

An additional footnote: since, due to ay occasional forays into the adult zine 
vorld (slash and straight), I figured that if there vas indeed going to be an 
“aporoved writers® list, I vouldn't be on it. Since I had given Celeste a story 


(vhich won "Best Short Story® at SCCRPIQ) for her tine, and since Celeste vas 
apoarently vorking on the Darrow Tour, I decided it vouldn't be fair to prevent the 


sale of her zine at these cons just because of ty story. So {$ vithdrev the 
publication rights from her zine and have given thea to Annie, figuring ve 


blacklisted writers and editors have to stick together. 

What aeazes ae is that, despite the fact that I can’t think of a single reason 
why anyone vould even vant to conduct a “Saear Paul® Caspaign (though soe nov have 
sufficient eotive and then sone), despite the fact that the Darrov four organizers 
claie that these cons are to get the *seail nase fans® involved and tate the *pover® 
avay froa the "big nage fans” (vhen the “big naeers® vere the first people they vent 
to for help), and that despite the fact that all these stories have been told by the 
Tour organizers and Mr. Darrov hieself (and are all being denied as having ever been . 
said), that sowe geople are refusing to see the facts and just line up vith Paul 
because he’s Paul. The First Church of the Reegat aust be increasing in nusbders, | 
quess, : 

So, in conclusion, I suggest that if the people setting up this convention vant 
to go ahead and do it, I say by all eeans lets thee. If this is vhat Paul vants, 
fine, Mo one hss to support this tisanciaily or in any othar vay if he/she doesn’t 
vant to. Let thea sink or svin on their ovn. This is the last tiee I's going to 
write about any of this. Life's too short to vorry things like this. All these 
threats of destroying people, splitting up friendsships, end sieilar gardage are 
utterly eeaningless and pure hyperbole. Oon’t even give thea the barest trace of 
respectibility. 

Don't worry, be happy. 


I personally find it carioas that one of the organizers behind the Toer, sas one 
of the very “power-hangry BAFS’ the ‘sets’ are railing against. 

I too soald lite to taow what the Toar orgasizers have decided to give to the 
varioas people they call apos to pat together and res these cons. It is a fall-tiee 
Job that has to be done is spare-tise. Will these people get 2 percestage of the 
profits the organizers hope to pate? Rill their expenses froe Cos to Con be tates 
care of? They shoald, for that tind of wort. After all, the loar is desigsed to 
pate soney, why shoald the actors be the only paid hands? Actors area’¢ the only 
ones who work’ at a Cosa. : 

Interesting that Annie, who's beieg so vilified by Paal, e¢ al, was ASRED by / 
Cohen aad Co. to rae the Dealers’ Roops at these cons after Jeff declined. 

Jeff's own experience anderscores the fact’ that Peal was qcoted as tellizg 
people that “his” cons woald have hia aed a few choses gaests, ‘exclasive’ of any 
ather fan con this sext sear. 


LEAH ROSENTHAL Brooklyn NY 

What follows is a brief statesent of ay stang regarcing she :urran’ controvery in 
R7 fandos. Contrary to vhat 1s being sard by certain individuals representing the 
proposed “pro-fancon® (this is how they're icentifying it aew, folks), [ have not 
*sold out® Ann Worthaa, nor do I disagree in any fashion vith the statesents eade in 
her public letter in the FEDERATION ARCHIVES, . 

The reason vay the organizers and the ‘star® of these proposed conventions are 
attaching Ms. Worthas 1s because she gave thee a focus for their eabarrassaent at 
being caught out in their intention to a) put an end to any convention relating to 
87, fan-fun or othervise, that 1s not under their coeplete control and 5) sake 
certain that aarteua profit Jer:ved froe Aeerican fans (of AMY size nages shall be 
directed tovard their sole benefit and prestige, With the publication of her 
letter, Ann worthae becase the first fan vith the courage to put her outrage in 
print ... outrage at vhat vas going to happen (J seat oat at least 50 or sore 
private articles of ay ona before that, ed). Her revard for this has been a rather 
graceless and vicious series of attacks by the people involved in organizing the 
proposed convention tour. 

This 15 sort of shooting the eessenger for bringing the unpleasant facts, 
wouldn’t you say? As to whether the statesents quoted by Ann vere, indeed, ‘facts’, 
I will bear witness that I heard the people to vhoe the actor and his 
tepresentatives directed these intentions (in their original fores) relate thea to 
ae, long before Ann printed her letter. The sources vere not one or two disgruntled 
fans, dear readers. They vere peoole (fannisnh or otherwise) vho heard the actor and 
his regresentatives sake these statesents during the recent tour across the United 
States, this past Autuan. They also nad the teres proposed to thea indi @dually, in 
cities across the U.S., by reoresentatives of the organizers, vho vere attesoting to 
recruit thea So run these conventions for thea. 
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ode be Ml as. ea bel eae cee ke ee ote a oo er e 
that local fam ciuos ang ‘ans active in 37 cum snes SIMEON INS TOF the OFgansse6;, 
without any eention of peyeent for their effort, recuseration ‘or any erpenses tney 
aight incur, or offering of suoport for the fans or the fanaos. "he SOL coeerssi on 
on artvork taken cn an ‘approved stable® of artists vas Stated. So vero tne 
Comeents about ‘zooroved fanzines only® and the stated intent to “put tne other ‘an 
Conventions out of business.® We NEVER took any issue vith the actor's inten: 33 
Qenerate revenue for hieself - oniy the sotalitarsan eanner tn VAICR SRLS “Sour? vas 
to be accoeplished. Control of revenue, controi of Creative effort, <antroj of 
fandoe. Control, control, control. {[ don’t cnow avout the ress of vou, gus sais 
stinks, I don't vonder that the convention organizers are ov franticalsy 
scattering long, tedious letters of denial ano retraczion 9¢ Sere ootsginal dorsey 
with regard to the con tour, Denying 1 coesn't erase the reaiity of tne originai 
cosaents. 

Once again, contrary to the incredible rusor agong @any now dDeIng put forth by 
the understandibly disgrunties sraanicers af thss$ “sro-fancon! venture, | suopors 
the authenticity of the statements eade dy Ann Worthae in rer dublic letter, agree 
with her cospletely on ner snsention to protec; che uniatorees ‘ans, “ang 
furthereore, I think that the actor's atteapts to bully and blacklist Ann dorthae 
are not vorthy of hia, nor are they particularily good coaeon sense, 40d eanners > 
Constructive tovard fandoa, 41s own career or any respect he @ay Nave gathereo 4 
ALS previous appearances tn this country. 

One little aside here: a certain seal! group of fans on the West Coast wh: are 
voicing opinions of suosort for the organizers and the actor in this batter are t-e 
very sage fans vho vere caught out at ‘bootlegging’ fanzines (or in support of the 
bootlegging venture) last year. [t doesn’t take a genius to figure out why they 
aight take this opportunity to raise a banner against Ann Worthae, since sme cost 
thea quite a bit of ill-gotten gain (and saved several fanzine publishers froe ajo: 
financial difficulty repaying their printers, or else having to cancel any further 
issues of therr zines), And yes, she also protected her ovn hard vork. How dere 
she? 

Finally, if anyone has any doubt as to the veracity of the statesents in Ann 
Worthea's letter, you can check thea vith e@ as veil. Lay otf the eessenger, folts 
- the “Esperor really does have no clothes on this one, ang neither does the 316 
NAME FAN he 1s vorking this convention for (if one does. indeed, define a “SNF* as 
soaeone vho seeks to selfishly retain the attention of actors all to herself; seexs 
to requiate and control fanzines, artvork and the proceeds and benefits of sase; and 
sieply AUST be at the head of any convention in a position of pover, profit and 
prestige). Work? Why, that sort of thing is for the little people, those ‘SKF's* 

who sake it all feasible. And one does not offer such fen pay, or thanks, or even 
credibility. One staply uses thes. If they redel - vell then, one just threatens 
to “destroy thee in fandea*. How is this accoeplished? Well first, you run, crying, 
to Mister Actor and tearfully tell hie about this Terrible Woean vho is ruining 
everything... 

You get the idea. 


When did °BNF° becone a perjorative? It's an old and honored tere in 60 years of 
Fandon. 816 NARE FAN bas aluays designated those ubo FORKED FOR the fandoas pat oat 
the seusletters, the zines, organized the Cons, droaght fans together, disseninated 
tafopaation. They DID FOR the fans. 

I've aluays copsidered ayself a SUOF, acteally. Bat sow, despite the fact that 
I've been to a grand total of FOOR cons since 1986 that had Peal as a Saest, tet 
ayself at ara’s length frop hin, as de did fron se; gave the faas ap Open Foran for 
Siscassing the show aad characters - as early as 1985 - 1 an sow tossed is with that 
peryorative generality: °BAF’. 

I’e very carioas to tnow jast ubat “power plays’ I’ve been respoasible for. what 
have I dose to insede aay fan iv this fandon? What ehisper/inveendo canpaigns have 
I gone on? fhere and when have I prevented anyone fron getting close to Paal, et 
al? 

Avpie and I were iv a0 way ‘alienated’ fros Paal decaase ue sau oarselves ‘losiag 
power’, Paal becane alievated AFTER ve pedlisned oar letters. 

Janet uas halfuay there becaase sone snitch (bat therr “dear friesd®) gave away 
pases of slash ariters. hea [ soalda’t ration fellow eriters sor “coatess’ ny 
"crizes’, [ was crossed off the Darrow Christaas Card List. 

Yet sone have had the gall to tell ne IR sanbered anosg the “enotionally 
anstable® is faadoa! 


LOIS MANGAN Milford MA 

I've been in fandoe a long tise, sore or less involved for 18 years. Right nov, 
I’ farther froa FIOQUCL (Fandoa is a Way of Life), and closer to FIJAGOH (Fandoa 1s 
Just aGog Dasn Hobby). In addition to reading SF for over 30 years, | ae 
definitely a eedia fan and proud of it. 

I attend 2 to 6 Cons a year, depending of the year, the finances, and the 
locations. 1 enjoy literary-oriented cons and eedia-criented cons. I vill sever 
@iss a MediaWestCon as long as Lori and Gordon are willing to do thes. 

I've vorked levetls froe gopher to Con Com in eany diverse areas, Sceetiees | 
don't vork at all. I just go for fun. 

So auch for ay credentials. 

I've vatched the groving bruhaha in B87 fandom vith interest, but not euch 
personal involvesent, except for the fact that a few good friends are under attack. 
Fan feuds can be sean. I know. I've been on the receiving end a fev tiees. I 
stood by cne friend, when she vas savaged. Hovever, I've never before seen a 
professional in any area attack fans over fandos. 

I aa uneasy about actor-oriented cons, vaether fan-run or professicnally-run, In 
all these years, I have attended only 4 actor-oriented cons. 

I find listening to an audience asking actors questions about roles they 
portrayed 5, 10, 20 years earlier, unbelievably dull. Programaing that is largly 
photo and autograph sessions is aind-rotting boring. 

I have alvays found particularly abhorrent, the infasous asterick, next to the 
invited quests on actor-oriented con flyers. The one that feads to the statesent at 
the bottes, saying “professional engageaents permitting’, 

When I go to acon,.! expect the quests to be there. And barring illness o 
aajor catastrophe, they are there - writers, artists, editors, suolisners, BNFs, 

Most of all, I feel that the <conceot of paying actors to attend 28 truiy 
outrageous. They are wined and dined and gifted and adored. Ano on too of that. 
they get eoney' Not just expenses, dut you aust pay thea too! How Jesoarate can 
you be? 

That one concept of paying a guest, separates actor-oriented cons (pro or fan - 
it sakes no difference) froe every other aspect fandos, because at no other fannisn 
cons of any kind are guests paid. 

To we it Aas the distinctly creepy-craviy feeling of paying someone to love you. 
Or, at least, to say they do.for the veekend, anyway. Until you ante up sose sore 
noney the next tise. And they sure as hell don’t respect you in the eorning. 

This, of course, did not start with the B7 actors. This includes professional 
events with actors frow STAR TREK, STAR WARS, and OOCTGR WHO. { will always have a 
fonsness for she old STAR TREK. [ consider the STAR dARS Saga one of the eost 
Signifscant cnapters in cinee@a. But i won't do to any con-type activity that pays 
actors bo attend. [t's no iongar a fannism activity, dut 2 professional show. = i’8 
Aot interested in this sarticuiar tine of ger foreance. 


Ang tA1§ QuSiness adout raving to dreak a oF 2e15e 20 atsena sue to vor’ Joesn’s 
vasa. If you really don't vant to 30, Say $o at the seginning, 

*A job cage up and I can't come’, Really. Don't talk to ee about bad qearedules. 
I"a a registered nurse in an acute care hospital. I've vorted all shifts, rotating 
shifts, all holidays, veekends, doudles - you nese it. [ wrote the book on horrible 
schedules. (dad J edited it! ed). 

Guests are invited a year or core zhead of tise. That allovs for planning, A 
few days off for acon can alvays be vorked into a contract, if the person really 
vants it. It’s not done 992 of the tiae, because it’s just not ieportant to the 
actor. 

If the actor gets another role, the con gees out the vindov. After all, the 
fantasy or science fiction role vas just one seal! part of the actor’s career, and 
they usually don't know or care about the field. (Mark Hamill vas one exception, | 
believe, being a SF fan before he portrayed Luke Skyvalker). They care about 
acting. They care about their bread-and-butter. They care about applause. 

“Isaac Asiaov and Andre Norton go to cons because they love Science Fiction, and 
they enjoy their creations it it. Michael Whelan, perhaps the best knoun SF artist 
at present, goes for the sage reasons. Yes, they lite the applause too (of course, 
the ego-boo 1s pleasant), but the creation of the vork is its own reason for deing, 

These people, and aany like thea, do not charge fees for attending cons.  fes, 
Sose business is done at sose cons - contracts are discussed, projects are fireed, 
etc. Hovever, eostly they go for eany of the sage reasons ve all have - to 
socialize vith old friends, and perhaps eeet nev ones; to get feedback on there 
work; to have a chance to get on a podiue or panel and sound off on favorite issues; 
to brovse in the dealers’ rooa and art shov; to discuss elesents of SF into the vee 
hours; to party! 

Asiaov, Norton, Whelan and the others leave their vork in progress, put aside 
thesr current bread-and-butter -- books, articles, paintings, screenplays, etc. -= 
and go, because they proaised they'd be there. And they don’t charge soney for it. 
They are a part of science fiction. 

Actors who portrayed one SF role asong aany others are not a part of SF or 
fantasy. Tosorrov, an Elizabethan draga, or a Victorian aystery, or a Noel Covard 
coaedy, of a aodern psychodrasa eay turn up, and they will grabit. Which is as it 
should be. That's vhat they are suoposed to be doing. 

Think about this carefully. 

If you bring people vho thrive on applause from England: pay therr vay totally 
frog airfare to hotel to bar bill to every Dill; heap thes vith presents (any 
extresely expensive); ask the sase inane quesions over and over about one particular 
role that they had in the pasts vorship at their feet: follow ther every soveeent 
vith total longing in your eyes; treat every vord they say as the holiest of gospels 
~ how can you possibly be surprised or angry that they develop a distorted view of 
what is happening, and at least sose of thea decide to try to turn this adulation 
into bread-and-butter! 

It is their right to try to sake soney if they can. It is their right to refuse 
to attend other cons vhere they von’t get paid. {t is their right to try to 


sveet-tatk Aaerican fans into volunteering to do the huge agount of vork necessary 
for a professional tour (and to put up the financial backing too, no doubt). This 


has little to do vith blacklisting or betrayal. It has everything to do vith aking 
abuck. And that really is okay. 

It is your right not to volunteer your labor vhen others are being paid. It is 
your right not to attend, if you don’t like the circumstances, It is your right to 
refuse to go along with a schege to aake soaeone else a buck. It is your right to 
be upset vhen you see your past work denigrated. It is your right to be angry vhen 
your friends are questoned quietly about you, runors are spread about you, and no one 
has the courage to speak to you directly, 

Qn the other hand, it. is your right to volunteer if you vish. It is your right 
to attend as eany of these productions as you vish. Be avare, hovever, that this 
has little to do with fanduw. These vould be protessional events, not fannish 
conventions. You vant to join the vorshiping crovds? It's a free country. Feel 
tree. 

But, PLEASE, stop confusing the actor vith the role. Paul Qarrov is KOT Kerr 
Avon. Darrow is a talented British actor vho played this role years ago, arong @any 
others in his career, 1 vould be interested in reading his post-GP novel, as I have 
read aany versions (and vill discuss thee into the vee hours vith you at acon). [ 
aa not interested in vorshiping at his feet. 

I honestly don't care if a professional tour is organized. { don't care if it 
kicks off on Labor Day veekend. It won't effect se at all. 2°11 be at World Con. 

I do feel sad that Darrov has disrupted longstanding friendships asong soe; 
outraged that he has taken skills honed in that industry, and used thee on fans. 
Fans, of all people! Mot other actors, directors, entertaineent bureaucrats - 
fellow professionals in his line or vork - but on fans' I feel angry, but not 
surprised. § sav it coaing vay back. . 


SF fandoe has been here for over 50 years. 87 fans, of vhich I ae one (and vhich 
is one facet of ay fannish activity), are a very seall part of fandoe. There are 
any cons every year. The eajor eedia fan con of the year never has any guests. 
Fandos vill survive this teepest in a teapot. 

Sose people aay lose their shirts though, on this proposed series of professional 
events, Sose dasned good organizing is going to be needed. 

Qn the ‘charity’ issue, I’ at odds vith aany people. I don’t go to a con to 
give to charity. 1 give to charities that I support on ay ovn tiee, If there's a 
surplus in the treasury, it should go back to the fans - in lover aeabership fees; 
better con facilities; eore lavish con suite; good dead dog party; party seed to 
other people throving parties during the con (soda, eunchies, etc); rebate of 
aeabership fees to vorters (often used at other cons); aden vith decent food for 
the vorkers (especially valuable vhen they've vorked vateen hours straight); 1 
Shirts for the vorkers (also vell knovn at sany cons); fan funds for travel aoney 
for fans othervise unable to attend (giftees to be voted on), in the aanner ef TAFF 
(Tre-s Atlantic Fan Fund) and OUFF (Bown Under Fan Fund), These are soge 
possrbilites, 

Concerning fanzines, these are privately printed and distributed, and not 
available to the general public. Adult zines (straight and stash) have disclaieers 
at the beginning, varning of the content. No one is selling adult zines door to 
door, or putting a gun to your head to force you to buy one, Adult fanfic is for 
adults. It's an adult gage. If you feel personally offended by it, vere raised on 
the equivilent of Tatooine, or just don't grasp it, then stay avay froe it. Print 
runs of 200 - 500 are obviously aieed at a very seall group, cospared to the overall 
nyabers in aedia fandoa, eainline fandoa, and the sundane vorld. 

There’s too auch to read in the vorid to vaste tie reading vhat you don't like. 
If you don’t lite it - don't read it. 


ROLAND SAGNE Anaheia CA 

TO OUR ESTEEMED EDITOR: You've laid out the probles very adroitly (REG: FAN vs 
PRO CONS) and are to be coasended but I eust say that I find your attacks against 
“orotit® to be sosevhat disturbing. You see hel! bent to attack this problea with 
a eeat are vhen a stiletto vould be eore appropriate. [ feel that if you initiate 
total var vith the PRO elesent, you @ay bethe first to die in the line of duty but 
it is us* fans vho vill be transforeed into the valking vounded and suffer a 
protracted, no-vin var. 


taking your "epcr? 35 an accurata assesseent @ S9.53.IN jees coe cys - hs aqast 
to ee. By gathering the various zine aditors, orincips! wrsters L artists togetse- 
you can present a united front, With the leaders threatening to use the pen in vavs 
vhich vould boil down to Mutually Assured Destruction, the pgg eleaent will be 
forced to at least fistes, 4 autually beneficial conpromise is all that is 
necessary, 

As you knov, there are four basic elegents to a convention, The Pealers' Roce: 
Passive Entertaineent; Active Entertainaent; end Interactive Activities, The PRO 
and FAN elesents can come totether in a joint partnership that vould share the gate 
and also the «convention's basic eleeents, Distribution of direct 
eaterial/labor/overhead is better left to erperts like yourself but [ vould like to 
coaeent on Entertainaent/Activities. FAN organizers, by their very nature and love 
for BY, are best suited for Active Entertaineent elements such as Fan Panels 
Discussion/Debates and Interactive Activities such as Work Shops, etc. Let the PRO 
elesent take care of our budding prisadonnas. What truely sakes a conventren "as 
you rightly pointed out) are fannish activities, not the stars. If the FAN faction 
conbols those eleaents that fans actually desire, both the PRO & FAN factions can be 
satisfied and fandoa preserved. Maybe I's being naive and sisplistic but | entered 
DOCTOR WHO fandoe just in tise to see the rotting corpse on the floor, As faa nov 
about to step into 87 Fandoa, I'd hate to find I'd walked into & pool of blood. 


I thiat it rather telling that the PRO Cons rarely aedertoot to bring BY or 37 
gaests Co the fans antil FAN CONS broaght thea over here first aed nade thes 
popalar, Aad after °PRO® Cons got ahold of these gaests, fees saddealy weat oP, 

By the way, accepting EXPENSES for any event, 1S considered tating 2 fee. at 
least according to the IRS it is. 

CREATIONS got ahold of BEAUTY & THE BEAST right off and “ous” it hoot, lise and 
Sinker to the point that a friead of sise attenping a saall chat arth Ros Perlaes,” 
was treated to haviag the as literally ordered away froe her and palled to 2 
waiting cer, 

Granted he probably had 2 legitinate appoiateest, bet there are better ways to 
treet both Fans and Gaests. : 


SUSAN GLASGOW San Dieas CA 

I aust say I am deeply disappointed in the last issue of the FA. Your policy of 
*no personal attacts® vas proper - and it vas unvise of you to ignore it, 

The statesent that has been attributed to Ann Worthae vas chilling in its 
ferocity, As a lesson in propaganda, it is very thorough, using aany of the tried 
and true styles: Glittering Generalities - (fan run cons are utterly fantastic): 
Rudstinging - (professional cons are dreary rip-offs, and the Guests" are so greedy 
that they vould traeple “dying children® in their haste for acre eoney)} Flag Waving 
~ (ve ust save fandoa froa a fate vorse than death), and Bandvagoning - (join ae in 
fighting this evil). 

Having Seen Paul Darrov’s reply to this attack, [I sust Say that I believe ate 
when he says sany of the stateaents attributed to nie are @isquotes, or out-and-out 
lies. His statesent vas logical in nature, @aking that anonysous statesent seee 
even eore hysterical Sy contrast. Also, consider that an anonyaous stategent that 
quotes anonyeous and vague sources for proof, has offered no validation at all. ie 
live in the age of advertising - give us sose credit for spotting eanipulation! 

It vas you who said that sosebody vanted to ‘control® fancos and “that ve vill 
ask “How High*® vhen they say JUKP!® That is so true: Sut can't you see that that 15 
vhat you vere atteapting to do by publishing these evo opening stateaents in the FA? 

You should have vaited and confireed the facts before you published those 
accusations. Yours and Ann’s reputation have suffered a severe blov. Consider that 
if you continue vith all this, your nage vill becoae infasous in fandoa. Is this 
what you want to happen? 

(BECONE tpfasoas!? It voald appear thet people have bees seeing to i¢ that it 
already [S$ + and BEFORE this whole flap! ed). 

All this had hurt Paul, Janet and all the other “Guests®. It has also caused a 
lot of pain vith the SNF. If certain BNF’s aren't happy with B7 fandoa, it veuld 
have been better to bov out gracefully instead of trying to destroy sosething that 
has brought a vast aeount of pleasure to so aany (not to eenticn the creativity and 
friendships that it has spammed). 

This past veekend, the LA area had its bi-sonthly eeeting of B87 fans (roughly 
26). Most had seen the anonysous statesent and vere confused and disgusted by it 
(for, as Asericans, ve have been taught to think for ourselves). When Paul's reply 
vas circulated, their response vas unanieous - they supported Paul. No eatter vhat 
ugly rugors eay get circulated atainst fans vho cose out in support of Paul (as 
opposed to the agly ranors that wil! cove oat aboat faas who speak oat agasest Paal? 
ed), the SNF is still an independant entity and they vill continue to drav their ovn 
conclusions. You can not control their thoughts. 

In a related area concerning Leah Rosenthal’s coasents about the back-biting in 
B7 fandom: she never aentions who SHE is attacking, vhich has resulted in a kind of 
“insert the naee of your villian of choice’. In talking vith friends (soge in other 
parts of the country lest regional seear be attached), ve have coee up vith four 
different nases as to vho ve vere SURE she vas referring to. I think you vill be 
unhappy to hear that your nase vas one of thea referred to (sot as aphaopy as leah 
will be to hear it! ed). (Mo, not dy se - I felt sure she vas referring to Laurie 
Cohen since [ know about the deterioration of their once friendship). 

Nov, you said that you vould not be printing any rebuttals to these tvo 
statesents, That 1s also a bad e1state because it gives the iapression that you are 
afraid to, that your arguaents can not stand up to any opposition. It alsa 
invalidates the idea that the FA is a free forus for ideas. Is this vnat you want’, 

I hope you reconsider your position. Current popular opinion is that you vere 
used. { aean, if you personally didn’t hear what Paul vas supposed to Say, you had 
to be trusting your Irienas to to report faithfully and truly the events. If ‘hey 
didn’’ shere does that ‘eave you? Please rethink your position. And don’t asssee 
that vhat haopened to Or. tho fandoa would have to de repeated in 37, There are way 
too eany assuaptions going an right now. 

I rather :eagine you won't arint this, Sut J nepe yOu Wbll geist oa fey rf the 
arotests you vii! provably be recesving. 


i've tnowa Apase siace 1985 aad 1 find it hard ta Selseve that sme would peece 
herself is the lise of fapdos ire isorder to “ase ae. 

"We as daerican have been taaght 40 thiat for oarselves.° this ss WO? 
Flagwaviag? Yes, we thint for oarselves, dat ve have to have BOTH sides of ap issae 
before as to do sa. 

My personal attack policy said aothiag will be printed ‘with SPECIRIC wanes 
attaches.” dnd that ‘isasendo is sa the eye of the denoider’. Ta nave printed 
Anare’s statenent with pases attached was to ravite libel actsos. 

Aante’s neve was ‘witheld dy reqaest’. a connoa escagh action ia newspapers. 
Yet Peal cones bact attectiog a specific seve - Ave Worthan - wheo there was KO NAME 
attached to the article, How did he adsolately KNOW who hed wrsttes it? «aed HIS 
atlecr is M0) Sseseralalities’, ie Specilicalip cargets apa Worthan to the joist cf 

Instglag she's had access to fay fon fads and ois-ased sane! 


—6- 


Ane Sow Soue cf 1S shal Che soccech.o8 Of .etsecs of cuapors o4.,. ‘dur oct ites 
seat oat by BECINA PROBOCTIONS did FOT print Paal'’s redattal’ 

ds for *dowing oat gracevally’: it is aech nore “honest? (aad altapately sore 
difficalt) ta stay and fight. Leaving is easy; staying the daration tates coarege. 
Ice sade ag Statenent, sce | shoald ran? 

fad chere did ‘SEF’ cone free? f thiak 2 sore Aaacrable defisition is 
*pant-and-file fans’. . 

Besides, Es. Olasgos, 1 don’t teow you. 1 00 tacn bonie. dnd she isa’t AY caly 
soarce. [ do ton faas soa de sot. 

ds you said, I bad °to trast’. [t's a failiog of siee. 2 trast antil I's 
bach-stabbed thea I pat those people op 2 List of Those ho fo longer Hatter To fe. 


JEAM AIREY Aurora IL 

I just vant to be certain of something. It has cose to ay attention that 
teopqonet 15 Saying around 87 fandee that I “sugpert® you and Anne. Please note, 
officially, for the record, that I don’t. 

If you contacted Paul & Terry “before® vhy didn’t you vast until you had their 
ansvers before rushing to publication? At least printing several sides of the 
controversy in the sage FA eight have given scee credence to your statesent that you 
wanted a ‘dialogue’ on attitudes’. And why is it suddenly that it's just ‘Terry's 
idea’ that’s a good one - frow vhat I gather, both he and Paul culled it together. 
And just sho 1s responsible for this “perception® of Paul? The fans who stood 
around and talked vith his for hours after the “scheduled* brunch? The fans vho sat 
and chatted with Aiea in the bar in Philadelphia? The fans who invited hia to San 
Diego - and he case coaoletely vithout fee? And you talk about the fans vho are 
unwilling to confront tyout - how about the fans vho are hiding bedind anonynity and 
bac-southing #hiet, Seeas to se tht he didn't listen to vhat he vas being told 
(vhatever that vas) until you launched this attack - and Linda, it is a very 
personal, nasty attack on an individual. 

(dad thise attack on specifically-asased daa Northaa is NOT!? ed) 

A “Witch Hunt® for writers of “slash°? - Perhaps there vas just sose surprise on 
Paul and Janet’s part that individual they felt they knew & that they felt knew how 
they felt about “slash hadn't told thes that they vrote it?? I’ve never been 

“around vhen the subject vas discussed - but apparently soseone vas and “agreed” with 
Paul on his opinion. I don’t know if that vas by silence or not, but I know of I'd 
been there and heard hie { could not have, in good conscience, continued to vrite as 
a “friend® vathout clearing the air, And, Linda, please do not tell ae that even 
802 of 37 Fandoa reads “slash® - G02 of BG “fandoa® doesn’t even know that fandce 
exists - let alone read fanzines - let alone ‘siash*. And even vithin the active, 
reading fandca - ‘Cheesedoard® has sold over 500 copies - if Anne's press run is 
vhat - 250 ~ there's 250 people vho aren't buying her zines. Frankly, [ think if 
Terry ~ disliking slash (and, apparently explicit straight as vell) - can say, in 
effect, go ahead ind publisa, but stay avay froa cons where the quests are going to 
be eedarrassed, you should recognize this attitude is one that very few creators of 
universes vould take. Terry is the ovser of the B7 universe, and, if he chose, 
could specify what vas and vas not acceptable to write/publish at all. Look at vhat 
vould happen if you tried to write it in Marion lieser Bradley’s untverse(s), or 
Jacqueline Lichtenberg’s, or - as Ded Walsh found out - in Tanith Lee's. 

Who is out to destroy B7 fandoa? I'a getting quite a different opsnion of uho to 
blase - and it’s cot the person the FA tried to pin it to. 

Oatil sou actaally urite and/or pablish ‘stash* fiction. you don’t really see how 
*large’ that sab-fandon is. I shoald qaalify ay 802-02 of the rise-bayiag aad 
zine-reading (the tao are oftes sataally exclasive sisce there are Aalf 2 dozen 
readers of every one zine sold) fans read slash - bat a heck of a lot of thea son’t 
adait it. : 

And how cone it is that only the ariters of slash are the sinsers*? It has to 

be pablished is order to be read. dnd it woalda’t be peblished if it weres’t boeght 
and read. Mothiag flies cossercially if there isa’t a Bartet for it. 


As for the 230 fans who aren't baying Aanie’s zines decease they doagat 


*Cheeseboard’ - uhea vas 2 Lipat set on the sander of rises a faa could bay? 

Slash uriting was never pashed at Paal and Jaset - entil the Cop io destralie. 
then they went on to New lealaad, Kathy Hansen coafirsed the seses, and HOT is 
*silesce’. She practically boasts adoat it. 

Please note, officially, for the recard, [ have sever declared uho “sapports® se. 


Mace Cacsenag iL 


“Federation Archives in Oeceaber/January. Although I do hot subscribe to it, since 
: ag aot a eenoer of the “Lost Seska*, [ know sany people vho do subscribe. 
Contrary to the avoved intentions of the editorzal, which are to ‘protect and varn 

-fancoa’, the editorial has done little sore but cause grave confusion and heated 
division, Since [ aaa fan of the show, I felt I should write to you with ey 
opinica. 

First of all, I am asazed that the writer of the editorial chose to reeain 
anonyeous to all Gut you as editor (I ae assuaing you actually know the author). 
Anonyaity tends to beg a presuaption of either shase in printing certain views, or 
fear of retaliation for those views, or acertain disdelief in vhat those vievs 
purport to be. Al] that eeans is, it is difficult to lend credence to scaeone vho 
won't ova up to his/her opinions. But this is a einor point. 

The author seeas to be of the belief that the only attendees at cons are there to 
see their friends and discuss the show. While J as sure tht that is the case for 
aany fans, those that attend cons PRIMARILY to see the actors should not be 
belittled. These fans vould attend AMY con, be it a “Creation® type of a “Scorpio® 
type. I fail to see vhat purpose is served to denigrate the “Creation® type cons. 

. 1 ae sure that sany fans do not know, nor do they care, who is running a particular 
con, who is working on the con, or where the soney froa their ticket price is going. 
As long as the fans can afford to go, they vill go. 

The author states that he/she is looking to protect fandoe froa the greedy 
dusiness-types vho run ‘professional’ cons. I[f indeed that is the author's true 
purpose, it is seothered beneath an avalanche of thinly-veiled gossip and innuendo 
which reads as a personal gripe against guests in general and 87 guests in 
particular. Most fans in the 87 universe adore the guests and alvays leave 
Conventions feeling enchanted by spending a fevorecious eosents wht: their favorite 
star. But the author does little sore than trash the quests - oh, let's be honest, 
it 1s quite obvious that one actor in particular is being referred to - the 
reference 1s quite apparent. This is the aan vAo, 1n Oakland in early Novesder, 
stayed over tvo hours past his scheduled tiae at a brunch so that he could talk with 
all the fans present. This is the aaa vho gave autographs until everyone received 
one and then resained talkeing to fns in the dealers’ roce - all this after arriving 
at Oakland vith a pained back. This is the ean vo, at San Diego, chareed everyone 
by attending a con (WITHOUT A FEE) at the last ainute just to eeet the fans there. 
Yet, this anonyeous author sees “fit* to paint this ean an an “overnight 5.0.8." (ay 
vords, not the author's) for vat? This does MOT protect fandos - quite the 
contrary, it 1s nothing eore than ‘National Enquirer’ -type inflassatory and 
unsusstantsated reearks, waich anyone vho knows this actor end has seen hie at cons 
is quick to realize are total FABRICATIONS. The author his/herself bears this out 
by aaking loose reference to the supposed ‘sources’ for the resarks, rather than 
directly naming and quoting these sources. AS fursher :aforeations coees ut, the 
"facts® stated in this article are shown to be, at the very least, aisinforaation, 
at the very vorst, outright ilies. 


Voesuh B0658AT FF BGI LoE lds Sone ley eu jee Wel OG eT E a. attacs oo ce 
Deraitted iwith SPECIFIC MANES danazed aooat. 20). it imazes ge taas aig ates 
i$ not seen by you to be little sore than that. No concrete eviaence 9/ a ‘tlear 
and present danger‘ (to cotn a sarase) to fandom is offered. { Canfot see that suct 
an article will help the fans. Certannly hearsay of this sort is setter 
cossunicated by vord of aouth, since the orinted word is a S@ricus eediue wAics 
requires extra journalistic care of the highest ethic, 

The author of this article has done little to advance the cause of fandoa. As 
editor, you seea to hve joined in the eoparent attespt to assassinate the charracter 
of one actor, with neither an atteaot to verify quotes vith the actor ‘he secisaed 
ay reqaest. ed), nor with regard for those fans vno have seen rething {roe this 
actor but kindness and a fire desire to taik with thea ang entertain thee. 


JANIE RITCHEY Houston TY 

Here's ay reneval. Sorry I can’t contribute sore. ['e definitely not a “rich® 
Aeerican. Coae to think about it, I’ve never even eet one of the critters. Cosing 
from Texas sceetiees gives us a double-vhasay. People think ve all have oil vells 
in our back yards. If I did, you can bet it would belong to sosebody else, and all 
I'd cet from it is the stink. 

I beg your pardon, 1°11 get off ay soap bor nov. It’s just that these of as 
organizing fan-run cons are a bit eilfed at a certain actor's attitude that ve've 
been holding out on his all this tise. He's velcose to look over our bocks anytine. 
The vosan keeping thea is an accountant for the IRS so you can bet every penny is 
accounted for. . 

I do tnow that the eost fun I’ve ever had at any con is getting together vith 
other fans. I never eet anyone vho vas interested in the saee things I vas "till J 
got involved in fandoa. I do vhat I do for it because it's FUN. that sore can 
anyone ask? . 
PAULA GROSS Michigan City IN 

I read vith interest your ccoenentary in the Oec/Jan FA about the pro-con vs 
fan-con dileesa. Everyone is entitled to their opinion, and I respect yours. But, 
it has cose to ay attention that possibly you didn't get the vhole story concerning 
the pro-fan issue. . 

I just received a rather large press release {roa Becisa Prodections (1 isagine 
you got one too ((You bet. The pactege is eade ap of letters all seat to se FIRST! 
ed)) aeticulously detailing each party's opinions, gripes, and ideas about the 
proposed fan-run but guest-being-paid-a-fee con tour idea. Alter culling over this 
interesting docuaent and re-reading your vievs froa the FA, J eust say that I think 
you juaped the gun a bit. I feel exactly the sane vay as you do though, about the 
pro-cons (CREATIONS), and being a DOCTOR WHO fan also, I ae avare of vhat happened 
to their cons. Pure disaster for fans! So I felt I had to write and give you ay 
opinions, 

Pro-cons tend to vant only the fast buck and daan the fans (vho provide the fast 
buck). Fan-cons are organized by the pecole vho love the shov, actors, etc. | 
understand that. But this idea put out by Nation and Sarrov seeas to be a good one, 
It is good for both parties - guest and fan. {| applaud all the 87 guests vho shoved 
up at cons in the past gratis, vho thrilled and entertained the fans as vel]. But 
shouldn't ve be giving sosething back to the progenators vhich started 87 - Nation 
the creator, Darrow the actor? As long as the con vould be a fan-run effort and 
interested in putting the actor in touch vith his fans, vhat vould be so wrong about 
the quests getting a fee? (Hothieg at all. J never said they shoalda’t be paid, 
only that they shoald request REASONABLE fees fron Fan ras cons because expenses 
alose can ran over $2000. ed). 

Mov, I think your cossents vere justified in part, though. Perhaps they vill 
stieulate those of us in fandos to band together instead of squabbling vithour selves 
and fight to keep 87 ours and ours alone. As I aentioned before, do ve vant 87 to 
end up as DW has? { hope not. I love 87 and especially its actors. The series and 
the actors have given ae endless entertainaent and auch happiness throughout the 
years. 

I think the probles is lueping together the pro-cons vith this new (to ee) 
concept of a fan-run and artist-organized con vhere both parties vork together to 
sake the con a success. How can it be a pro-con when the actors and the fans 
organize it out of their love for 87, How can you doubt Nation and Barrov? 

Let's give the Nation/Darrov idea another look, ck? The idea is to bring the 
actors and the fans together. The acters have to live, to pay the bills just like 
us. There is no difference tetveen us and thea - acting is just their job, that's 
all. Perhaps ve should considder thanking thes for the enjoysent they've given os 
vith a fee for appearances (just like an acting job vould pay thee, for in a vay, 
they are acting at acon). But let it be a fan-ren con for the fans and aot tera it 
into a vast eoney-eaking eachine. 87 is too precious to lose as ve lost OW. Can ve 
learn by our eistakes? Mr. Wation and fr. Barrov are giving us a perfect 

opportunity to help keep 87 alive end pro-con free. Can ve take that epportunity 
before it’s too late. Let's use our icy Avon logic and not be ruled by our Blake 
(I'a on 2 aissicn froe God, darn the torpedoes) all too huean esoticns. 

As alvays, I like and respect you, Linda, and your FEDERATION ARVCHIVES. I 
think, hovever, ve have to step back a bit and re-group. To use 87 jargon, ve eust 
fight the Federation (pro-cons) as they are a festering constrosity. We eust ban 
together into one Freedos Party (fan-cons and actors) or ve vill lose soeething near 
and dear to us, to ee, 

As you say in the FA, no personal attacks, mo fan feuds, rusor or unfounded 
accusations. [ don't know vho is *right®, your version or the Becisa version. It 
doesn't eatter, What really satters is how to save B7 and it seeas that Nation and 
Darrowy care adoat that jast as sach as we faes do. God bless thea! 

1 hope when this letter reaches you, the problea I've written about vill have 
been rectified. We eust save B7 at all costs. Your friend end fellow 87 fan, 
vhatever happens. 

Did you sotice that Paal’s rebattal sas €Ol iacladed in the letters package free 
"Veciaa’? 

I do seen to recall, that, avong the “progenators’ who ‘started* 87 sas the 
pander 7, as iv vore than 2. 

I can agree with every one of your points, Aad ['1l even agree that I have 
probably over-reacted, -Bat at this point in tive, a lot of ay ‘devotion’ depends op 
HHO 1s to “lead® the pro-fancop ‘“Freedos Party’. I canvot follow those whos | do 
sot respect. 

Their postariag op the slash ariting issee sade it clear I aa sot acceptable. 
DORIS LUEBKE Lincoln ME 

First, 1 have to address your printing of the statesent about a vell-tnovn actor 
of B7 vho is, I believe personally attacked in this statesent, and also your 
editorial cossents of the January FA letterzine. J believe it vas grossly unfair to 
print such unfair cocaents vithout getting actual facts. It is not very vise to 
print idle gossip and rusors, vhat I can only perceive as jealous fans. These 
comments are obviously written sbout Br. Pael Barros. Since he attended three 
CREATIONS cons recently. 1 vas not at the con vhere Mr. Darrov vas supposed to have 
said the bit about 75 seconds vith each fan, but I can assure you, that had to be 
taken out of contert (to be fair, it was. Bat the eriter did say she was sot 
preseat at the Cine. e¢), and [ ae sure there is sore to the story, than vAat vas 
printed by whoever printed this gross statement. 


oye 


! spent four days at Seattle, the con last May, where Ar. Darrow was one of the 
guests. He is MOT a soney-grabber, there is not a greedy bone in his body. Paul 
vould not spend 75 seconds vith each fan. He's not that kind of guy. He is giving, 
caring, and courteous, concerned that all fans have a vonderful tiee. J Aave sever 
set a pore caring person. [had four days to observe his actions. True, I vas not 
vith hie every second, but I had plenty of tiee to observe hie. IF the stataent in 
your editorial vere true, it vould indeed be a great concern to all of us, I have 
been in B7 only a year nov, and do not vant it to go to the dogs, by sis-inforaation . 
(taken as fact, vhen it is only heresay), 1 don’t believe anyone vould try to 
control zines, there are so eany vays around that kind of control. Your sotto: 
“He's expendable, he's stupid and he’s going® eust be about Paul. So, are you out 
to expend PO? You got to be kidding! I don't Selieve anyone is trying to control 
the cons. 

The sotto was the writer's, aot vise. 

This is all the letter I received ap to the tise I had to go to press with this. 
To those of you whose letters reach se afteruards, ay apologies. Bat I have to end 
this scnewhere or I won't be able to afford to print it! 


"UNWORTHAM'S LIES" by PAUL DARROW 


Tbts is a response - though #t hardly deserves one - to an article 
circulated by Ms Annte Worthan. 7 

J€ you have not read the srticle, or if you have read it and refuse. 
to give it credence, you are to be congratulated. Otherwise, you may 
care to read on. 


Ms Wortham's article discusses fan run conventions, with 


What To actually said was - “Lf the schedule remains as {t fs 
I will only have $5 seconds to spend with each fen- Change he schedule.” 
tin to etreumstances beyond my control, the achedule could not be chonged, 
thun, J attended the beunch a querter of an hour ahead of tine, Bpoke 
with everyone nnd didn't eat brunch myself. My attendance vas not 
compulsory - I offered to do it because I enjoy seeting as many fans 
ar poaaible, (Hs Wortham was conspicuous by her absence. One vonders 
sfiete she recetees the quotations that she alsinterprets into lies.) 


A, Ms Wortham mentions « number of conventions proposed 


hy lesty Nation and thet would involve ae. 

It is because of the Jikes of Ms Wortham and the power 
plays and acrimony attributable to other, so called, Big Nese 
Foun, that Terry and I thought it tieely to try to return to 
the, ‘reat conventions’. Those thot are conducted for the 
beocfhit o€ oll, fans and guests alike, ond that would exclude 
thore who, like Ms Wortham, atteapt exclusivity and preen 
themselves because they consider they hold a, “spectal place’, 
with the guests. If such a, ‘apecial place’, existed, clearly 
tle Wortham ta unworthy! 

The proposed conventions would, hopefully, prove 
ewfoynble for everyone. The ectors who constantly make 
themaeivea ovatiable - Me Wation, Mr Keating and myself - 
would he able to reciprocate your loyalty and affection tn 
elreumatances heneficital to all. 

Ns Wortham suggests - “the aim is to put fan cons 
cut of business." 


What she renlly means 19 that she and her sycophantic 
friends would be put out of business. They vould lose the, 
“eseluctvity with guests", they hare so assiduously sought 


and now, certnaialy tn Ms Worthem's case, they so bitterly resent 


si f 
passing reference to others, and suggests that they and the fens who nee eae Hell hath no fury like a selfish fan scorned: 


attend them have fallen prey to the mercenary attitudes of the, "stars", 
of, ‘Blake's Seven’, In addition, she attempts, scurrilously, to 
complete wht is impolitely termed, ‘a hatchet job’, on one, “star, 

fn particelar. 

It was not difficult to interpret her interminable prose ond Fven if it were true, common sense tells us this would 
decide wpon her target. wet he possible. Of course, what Ms Wortheas atteapts to write 
cun hardly be described as, ‘Iitersture’. She writes, ‘slash: 
f{letion', and dare not append her name to it! 


9, “Thetr aim its to control fonnish litersture." 


Unfortunately, Hs Worthsm'’s dash into print has caused her to 
overlook any number of facts, to quote and misquote out of contest 4 b f 
and to indulge tn a diatribe so full of hatred that it would be , 10. Hs Wortham continues in describing venues for 
taughable, were ft not so inept. In short - she iss lier! ‘he, “proposed convention tour’. Venues that have never been 

Novever, lfors are sometiaes misguidedly believed, so let us dfacusned or determined. She continues to speak with forked 
look at some ports of her article. tongue. An exercise that is seemingly not unfamiliar to her’ 

Ha Wortham states - In reference to fan conventions - "In order : 
to keep the guests happy, the fans’ needs began to be fenored.” 

By Whom? By Is Vor thas and others like her, sathaee. tt. She further asserts- “the organisers are going to 
Certainty not by me, asarmble theic own stoble of approved artists who will be 

charged 50% commission for thio privilege." 

Let us tabulate a few more of her statexents. 

1. Referring to professional cons. "It's great for the 
ruesta; they hardly have to work at all and they get paid a fee." 


If we had not already established that Ms Vorthes is a 
linr, this would surely prove her so. 


"Dr Who", guests sre alwoys paid e fee. The sace applies to, ve 
"Stor Trek”, etc. Professional conventions, by their very name, suggest 12. She asserts that .I - “intend to refuse to attend 
that they are willing to psy fees to guests and, of course, make nny other cons so, 1f you want to see his, you will have to 
rrofits. It seems reasonable that the guests should share, however came to his con and allow yourself to be ripped off and controlle 
alotaally, in those profits. Thus, I have accepted, ‘generous expenses’, 
fiem Crention conventions that, compared to any other guest's fee, 
would be considered derfsory. In eddition, I have not, ‘hardly 
worked nt all’, but, os any of you who have attended Creation cons 
will know, I have always, made ayself available to anyone who cares 
to spend time with se. Why? Perhaps it is becouse I genuinely 
enjoy the company of, ‘the fans’. ; 


Tf anyone who has ever met vith se st a conrention feels 
Thane I would, ‘rip them off’, or ‘control them’, they should 
speak out now, Likewise, if any disagree with Ms Worthea's 
statement, they should speak out. Her evil may triumph if 
the test of you'sny nothing. .After all, shouldn't there be 
musice Gee cath, Indluding an Enqlrth ache? 
In conclusion, Ms Wortham maintatns that she, “won't 


?. "Fan cons had to start poyinug many actors a fee", allow the fans to he ripped off." 


Not to me they didn't! Cf the many Far rup conventi.ec I 
have attended, only two offered, ‘expenses’, These encunted to 
UM dollars. 100 dollars to cover taxi fere in England, 150 dollers 
to cover compulsory insurance, 200 dollars to cover dog sitting fees 
- dogs have to be fed and looked after in one's absence. $0 dollars 
aa naent's fee. 

U would point out that similar sums are expended when, as ie 
unually the case, no expenses are offered... 

Also, it should be understood that time away from Engieand is 
ethousting, debiliteting and can result in lose of work et home. 

Ms Worthom goes on to say that, in edditicn to a fee, actors 
required expenses, As illustrated, this is not true! 


4. Actors, "hegen to demand business class or first cless airfare," 


Reabiy? She would seem more expert at it than I. 
tlow many conventions does Annie Wortham support - and have you 
ever studied their accounts? 


There are many other sections of her article that are 
epen to rebuttal. Suffice it tm say that I take exception 
to being deseribed as, "greedy", without proof. I am resigned 
to being damned with the phrase, “how charming he is. 

Chara has never been one of Ms Worthom's qualities. 

As wituessed by the following phrase - " he's expendable, 
he's stupid ond I'm not going. 

Whether I am expendable or not depends on you, dear 
tender. But, f om not stupid ond know that the silver Lining 
of BR? tnadom would tnevitobly throw up a cloud such as Ms 
Wortham, 

That she, ‘fs not going', 1s satisfactory to me. For, 


I have never asked for, tet alone demanded, first class fare. 

U once asked for and twice was offered business class fere. Flying 
the Atlantic, particularly #€ one is involved in a show in Pnglend, can where ghegoes and with whatsoever she has any connection, I ae 
he arduous. In one instance, I was required to rehearse allesding will not got She and her ilk are decidedly, ‘not safe with me! 
tole immediately upon my return to England from a convention. Thus, : . 

1 tind to get special permission from the management involved. They would 
Wave refused it tf business class had not been offered and were ; 
surprised that I wasn't charging a fee for my sppearance. 


Forgive the length of this. 
In the end, you oust choose where you stand on this 
Were [ stand - I can say no more. 
: That you will express your support of me or of others, 
Ms Wortham then goes on to write - “never mind that every extra | ! have no doubt. It is the American way, as it is the Enaltsh. 
reuny spent on their (actors) demands is a penny taken away from dying 
chitdron or other worthwhile charittes." 


The accusation contained in the abeve sentence is 
heneath contempe! 


matter. 


Denr ‘ 
I would be very grateful if you would publish 
the above in your newsletter/magazine. 

I feel tt a shame I have been obliged to write : 
fe, but cannot let Ms Wortham's, Ma Terell's and others‘, 
comments go unremarked. 

Yours, 


4, “tly actors who used to pontificate about how they 
concidered fans their, ‘friends’, sre now copping a, ‘star attitude’. 


Ms Wortham 1s entitled to her opinion and you, who hove met me, : 
are entitled to yours. It is true that I consider the majority of fans : 
to he friends. It ts unfortunate that Ms Worthan does not appear to be 
one of them. PAUL DARROW 

5. “Ever wonder why certain actors never Sppeor at Scorpio 
‘my mote, even though Scorpio people were mostly tesponsible for 


Tt wonld appear that Linda Terrel}, through 
rremacing BR? fin the US? Scorpio doesn't pay the actors a fee." ‘ 


any number of communications, 19 inferring that, in the ¢ 


The reason that I do not attend Scorpio is because I vas in 
wot, ‘Robin of Sherwood'. Also, it falls ot a time when I hare 
veen tu employment over the past few years. Also, I felt that the 
arent success of Scorpio IV would be difficult to follow. I wos right! 
‘II this was explained to Cherry Steffey ond she, I hope, knows thet 
1 will always hold her in affection for all she did for B7. (Furtheraore, 
' would not dream of attending any convention on Cherry's, ‘turf’, 
‘'thour her approval, She knows. thatr too!) : 


rralted company of Steven Spielberg and George Lucas, 
Tam, “trving to control fan fiction". 

Flattered though I am to complete such a 
triumetrace, the ludicrous suggestion ts amazing. Such 
power would tndeed be swesome! 

Least there he any, ‘fans’, misgutded enough to 


6. “the truth 1s, the actors no longer vant to mingle with 


lend Ha Terrell any credibility, however short lived, 
the fone, They Just want to make a buck." 


fo most state a few Facta, 


Well, one certainly doean't want to, ‘mingle’, with Ms I derive great pleasvre from fan fiction. The 


sortham! Orhera, though, may dispute her claim. work Js atmost unanimously excellent and often beautifully 
a. ?, ta Wortham misquotes me oe saying, when entering a brunch, 
I've anly gor to spend 75 seconds with each fan. I worked it out. 
that's all I'm getting paid for.” 


(Illustrated, 


sow tee, adhe Sarhecm . Ef fied taerelesa and, 
when real names are used, a gress impertinence. But, 
if a minority wish to write, read and sell, ‘stash’, 
ina free world, that is their right. I don't have to 
pretend to Like ft, of keep ay thoughts on the subject 
private - that (s my right! 

I asked Ms Terrell! one questiton;- “If the authors 


of stash fiction sre proud of their work, why do they not 
append thetic real names to it?" 
She hss declined to ansver. 


Wovever, she does not display sinilar reticence 
whoa apreading illinformed rumours and indulging in 
maliclawa goaaip on other mattere cannected with fandom, 


The truth must be protected from her malign 
influence! 


— jeu Lees fire 


The Darrows did not send ae a copy of the letters they aeant for distribution. 1 
can only guess they assused J wouldn't print thes. 

I did vrite to thea regarding vhat vas being attributed to Paul. I offered thes a 
special issue of the FA in vhich to deny it and straighten it cut. 

. Lvould tike to reply to two allegations sade in Janet's letter. fhe ‘control’ 1 
reterred to | attributed to Paul as he vas alleged to have used it in adjunct vith 
tines and zine writing. That is also where I used the reference to Speilberg and 
Lucas. 

I reiterates Speilberg and Lucas tried to quash SW zines - and failed. So auch 
for “avesoge pover’. 

Since returning frow their Tour of Australia and Nev lealand vhere they vere given 
the naees of several Aserican slash writers by soge ‘concerned® fan, Janet had been 
pressing ee on it. Asong her questions vas, indeed, ‘vhy do they (slash writers) use 
pseudonyas?* { vas also asked ‘Why® vas it written and treated to several lines of 
how sick, and sad and terrible it vas. 

I did reply, very civilly and sincerely. T#ICE, If tried to tell her vAy it vas 
written and vhy pseuds vere often used. I did not, hovever, rat on ay fellow writers 
and give out nages. I resented her pushing the subject again and again and asked her 
to “please® stop. 

I vas obviously disregarded. 

But, obviously, sose others don't give a second thought about betraying a 
confidence so the folloving is a Personal Editorial on: 

SPIES WHO JUDGE US 

By the way, [ have been “varned® that if I use Paul's or Janet's (or another's) 
nares in a derogatory aanner, The Great Waite North aay bring legal action against 
se. So fros now on certain actors vill hereinafter be referred to as ‘Mr. and firs. 
Actor® (hovever Mr. Actor hiaself vrote and told ee I have the right to write and say 
whatever I vish. for which reaffirsation to the First Asendaent of the Constitution 
of the United States, I am grateful): 


Isa't is jast heartening how sone ‘concerned’ fans will appoint theaselves Jedge, 
JaryyExecationer in order to “protect” the actors? 

After foar years of wort in 87 fandos, 1 sow have it ia writieg, from Br. actor 
hassel, thet his view of ve aad, indeed, litely others, has long been tarsished by 
self-appointed, weiner fans “saitchiag”’ to then of op assorted ‘crises’. That 
“verbal inciteseats® against hia have bees attribated to ae. That °all we have dees 
told aboat you 1s the past’ is trae. That 1 an “andoedtedly a troeble-sater’, 

Becaase 1 dare call it as I see it. Well, excaaacese se, bat 1's ecbody’s “Yes* 
person! If I see sovethiag wrong, I say so. Ie print! Most of ay opivions are is 
the Fa for all to read. 

Bat it would sees that there are those who Aave tates the attitade of “If you like 
Blake you vast dislite Avon’ to seas “If you don’t lite Avon thes you vast dislite 
Rr, Actor. 

I detect a very strosg odor of “toe the Party Lise or yoa'!l be tarsed ia’. 

Or is it sore lite “dre you a Good Fax or a2 Bad Fan? Resesder sow, you past 
always say and da only the approved thisgs and you sast sever, sever point ost the 
Eoperor’s nen clothes op the Man behind the Cartain will get yoe.° 

fed you can be sare that the self-chosen ‘tattlers® will ren to hie °tellia’ op’ 
who's bees saaghty or vice. 

Thiat about its hom sany of you have sat iv on a “bitch session’ and foaed yoar 
words cropping ap all over? 

Frantly, I fied ayself appreciating avon sore and sore. Me was a aae of hover. 

Sone aay see snitchiag as “coacers’. 

The weasels say jastify it as “protectieg Br. Actor’. 

I call it what it ist “sacking ap’ - by Fan Gaislings. (look it ap). 

Yet not a one of the “inforsants’ has ever had the GUTS to confront AE! 

So, son Br. and Ars. Actor have bees told I urite - gasp! - slash! 

Bat I haven't had the “pats” to pat ay real sase on it! 

_ Hhy do sove actors ase pseadongas? Are they ashaned of their favilies? 

Mhy is B7 slash still written eves thoagh we tron Ar. and Mrs. Actor disapprove? 
Bell, why does he act? Why do artists draw? Why do writers arite? thy do all se 
strive to atterpt sonething new and different? 

The Challenge. 

93% of the straight writers write slash. 

99 of the zine pablishers pablish slash. 

Slash has bees aroend for rears 19 all sedia faadons. [t's been 2 part of 87 
fiace before T cane ta the fandoa aa early 1984. dad Ar. Actor has teous aboat it 
for years. $o why sow the sadden “witch ant’? 

That attitede ss why sone slash writers toot pseads in the first place. f. 1 
seened “tinder* sosehow sot to throw it in certais actors’ faces that their fas chass 
actaally wrote saaghty scotie; “adaitting’ it would have been sees as "tlaantiag it? 
and aot a2 one of as believes we woald have been vet with anderstaasding and 
forgiveness, 2, hosophobdia, see “Ritch Haat’, above. 3. sone slash eriters are gay 
ven who last after Avon as aach as any ‘straight’ fenale., ¢. sone ariters live at 
hove with parents. 5. sone writers coald fied their Jobs and/or staadisg iva spall 
Coppanity 19 yeopardy shoald 1¢ get oat that they write hoso-erotice. Bat, of 
coarse, sose of this ever occered to Ar. and Ars. Actor. 

Agaya I detect an odor... 

Good little fans ares 


tar eu eer Tey 


tara in the “rebels’. 
Is there a tuo-for-one sale 


oo self-esteen? 

Ts rsa’ a sraple question of why da we “hide? behind pseads? It 15 bow beconieg 
senting aothiag less than oar eirtaal “cosfessions’. 

Bhat next? Near Stars on oar chests? 

And one of the ‘accased’ is Sapposed to rat on the others? 


i 20 905 facrag rom czences, 

Bat the people who do, the “sartchers’, are the people the desrs’ actsoas are 
telling as they prefer to deal wrth, Listes to and believe. Yet fr. and brs. Actor 
are raceased when we 20 longer aish to do Dassaess as asaal arth then’ 

flow aaay other fans are on a “Nit List’? Mow pany other fans have had their way 
Inpeded, their repatations taraished becaase sose cheap, getterseipiag apostate 
decided they weren't the ‘right tisd® of fan? 

How are we to respect people lite that? Or do basisess with thea? Or respect acd 
do basisess with people who do? 

Is there that large a caltaral and intellectaal gap betwees the Darted States and 
Esglaed? 

Shane on Ar. and Mrs, Actor. And shave on the “Yes” people, 

Bal, resesder, I's jast a ‘troadble-eater’, 

DAMN STRAIGHT! 


This ADDENDUB is not going out to the Darrovs since | have been invited never to 
darken their eailbor again. Hovever, | have no doubt that copies vill find their vay 
to Paul and Janet. 

Enough said. 7 


N patting word to those “open minded” fans among you who 
are cancelling out of FREEDOM CITY because Annie and { are 
“associated” with it. low convenient for you that Paul 
isn't going to be at FC after all - and hasn't been schedulled 
for some time because of the play he's going to be in at 
that time. Because if Paul Darrow were still going to be at - 
FREEDOM CITY, you know damn well that the lot of you. would 
be there even if it were being run by the Inquisition and 
the FLO! 

Cancelling out isn't “protesting” - especially when it 
puts Marion McChesney in very real danger of going bankrupt. 
It's BLACKMAIL! 

A little honesty, please! "Don't speak up before GAMBIT, 
it might hurt the Con. Oh, now don’t speak out before FREEDOM 

CITY, it might hurt the Con. Oh, but you can't speak up before 
SCORPIO, it might hurt the Con." 

So, it's shut up and ‘go along’ with the mob? Sorry, but 
that's a one-way street, no right turn on red. 


